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The last few weeks of this half term have certainly been very busy and I am 
sure you are all looking forward to a well deserved break next week and a 
chance to recharge your batteries. Amongst other things, we are delighted 
that both our Year 6 residential trip to Rock UK, South Wales and our Year 
5 residential visit to Letton Hall, Norfolk have been able to go ahead in 
recent weeks – at long last! It was wonderful to welcome back our children, 
parent volunteers and staff in Year 5 from their adventures in Norfolk last 

Friday and I am certain that your children will have shared their highlights of being away on a residential 
trip. I am sure they will have some lasting memories. 
 

Please do take note of the information and details in this newsletter to ensure you are up to date on events 
and news. I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all the staff at St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
of England Junior School to thank you for your trust, support and encouragement. We are still operating in 
challenging times and although we are steadily getting back to ‘normal’ we must not be complacent and 
undo all the hard work and sacrifice we have made to date. I wish you a safe and enjoyable half term break 
and look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 2nd November 2021. 
 

Finally, a reminder that the clocks go back an hour next weekend (31st October) – don’t forget to change 
them and enjoy the extra hour in bed!! 

 

Parents’ Evening 
We were thrilled to have 94% of our parent community sign up for parents’ evening this week through our 
online virtual platform, SchoolCloud. Over the course of the two evenings we enjoyed the opportunity to 
meet with you and discuss the successes of your children and their achievements since the beginning of 
this academic year. I know the teaching staff really enjoy these opportunities and developing stronger links 
between home and school. I do hope you were able to share some of the feedback with your child and 
demonstrate how proud you are of their enthusiasm and efforts. 
 

Moving forward, none of us are quite sure what the future holds. We are hoping that by the spring term 
parents’ evening dates some normal services will be able to resume. This would allow us to meet face-to-
face once again. Many thanks for your continued support. 
 

Lower School Swimming 
After a lengthy break owing to COVID-19 restrictions I am pleased to inform you that 
swimming lessons will resume after half term for the children in Year 4. We have 
three swimming teachers who are keen to get started at St Helen’s pool after such a 
long time away!  
 

Swimming lessons for 4W, 4P & 4A will begin on Friday 5th November 2021 and I 
would like to remind parents that we very much rely on your payments to cover the 

cost of swimming lessons of £45 per child. In recent years we have seen the cost of pool hire rise at St. 
Helen’s as well as the cost of swimming teachers increasing.  I hope you will agree that this still represents 
excellent value for money roughly working out at only £3.20 a lesson based on 14 weeks of swimming. 
 

Swimming lessons for 3S and 3BW will take place later in the academic year, usually around the middle of 
the spring term.  
 

Children need to have a separate named bag containing their swimming costume/trunks, towel, goggles (if 
they want them) and school swimming hat. All of these items including all of the clothing they are 
wearing needs to be named. Homework diaries detail the type of costume they should be wearing and 
boys should be wearing tight-fitting trunks (not board shorts). Any children wearing earrings have to remove 
them themselves, before the lesson, so it may be preferable to leave them out on swimming days. 
Swimming hats are available for purchase from the school office priced at £3.50. Please write your child’s 
name on it in big bold letters. 



If there are reasons why your child cannot take part in swimming lessons this must be discussed with your 
child’s classteacher or the School Office. I would like to remind you that swimming forms part of the 
National Curriculum for PE at Key Stage 2 and is not optional. Please ensure your child has the correct 
swimming kit in school on Fridays. Please could we encourage you to make a prompt payment via our 
online payment system, www.parentpay.com. If you feel you may have difficulty in paying this amount and 
would like to discuss this confidentially then please arrange to speak with Mrs Lawrence in the School 
Office. Thank you for your support and understanding in this matter. 
 

Open Classrooms 
Also returning after a lenghty absence due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are very excited to be inviting you 
to our ‘Open Classrooms’ opportunity!  
 

‘Open Classrooms’ for parents/carers will be held on Wednesday 3rd November 2021 
from 3:30p.m. until 4:15p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to view your child’s 
working environment and marvel at the displays within the classroom. The 
classteacher’s will also be present to answer any questions you might have about the 
work on display. You will also get a chance to look at some of your child’s exercise 
books to see the work they have completed to date. It is not an opportunity to discuss 
academic progress and attainment as this will have been covered during parents’ 
evening.  

 

This is an open invitation with no designated appointment times and I’m sure your child will relish the 
opportunity to proudly show you around their classroom. Please remember to wait on the playground until 
3:30p.m. Unfortunately we are not able to admit any pushchairs due to health and safety/fire regulations. 
We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Grove House School - Parking 
I would like to remind you that the service road to Grove House School (opposite our school entrance) is a 
private road and should not be used unless accessing/exiting Grove House premises. This road is heavily 
used before and after school as many of the pupils attending the school are brought to/from school by taxi, 
minibus or private vehicles. This means they need unhindered access at all times. 
 

Recently we have had reports of parents parking in this private road and causing an obstruction which is 
preventing authorised vehicles from entering/leaving Grove House School. 
 

Please can I ask you to be considerate to our neighbours and ensure you are not parking illegally in this 
area. Grove House School will be continuing to monitor this situation closely.  

 

Parenting Smart (Place2Be) 
The children’s mental health charity, Place2Be, has launched a new website aimed at helping parents with 
typical situations they can find themselves in with their children. Advice can be found on over 40 topics 
including: 

 Understanding sibling rivalry 

 My child is lying, what does it mean, what should I do? 

 Using praise and reward 

 My child says ‘no’ to everything 

 My child is anxious 
The Parenting Smart website can be found at: https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk  

 

FINAL REMINDER - School Uniform 
With the autumnal weather starting to make an appearance it is time to start getting ready for the colder 
winter months ahead. I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that after the October half term 
holiday all children must be wearing winter uniform. This means all children wearing ties and white shirts 
with collars. Girls need to wear grey skirts or pinafores. Boys need shorts or trousers – also in grey. Boys 
need to wear a green jumper with the school crest on. Boys socks must be grey or black only – white 
socks are not acceptable. Girls can wear a green jumper or green cardigan – again with the school crest 
on. Girls tights should be grey, green or black. Shoes need to be sensible black leather with soft soles. We 
do not like lights or toys in the shoes so please bear this in mind when you are purchasing any new shoes, 
especially from Clarks. 
 

http://www.parentpay.com/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/


Jewellery can cause problems in school due to Health & Safety requirements. Children may wear an 
inexpensive watch (no Smart watches) to school providing it is not too big or colourful and they will not be 
distracted by wearing it. No bracelets, rings or necklaces are permitted. Children are not allowed to wear 
earrings for PE under any circumstances so it makes sense to leave these at home altogether. However, if 
you insist on your child wearing earrings please ensure they are plain gold or silver studs and that they are 
capable of taking their earrings out themselves. 
 

May I also remind you that long hair must be tied back with a black, white or green hairband. We prefer 
boys to have short hair. Children’s hair should not be coloured or have patterns shaved into it. 
 

Operation Christmas Child 2021 
Last week during collective worship Miss Pullin spoke to the 
whole school about the work of Operation Christmas Child, a 
charity we have continued to support for many years. Once 
again we are asking the children and you as parents to 
support Operation Christmas Child through their annual 

shoebox appeal. If you would like to purchase a flatpack, decorated shoebox they are now on sale at 
school for 50p each…while stocks last! Thanks to your generosity all our shoeboxes and the gifts they 
contain go to children suffering through war, poverty, natural disaster and disease in countries in Eastern 
Europe and beyond. I hope in the run up to Christmas and on Christmas Day itself you will spare a thought 
for these children receiving our shoeboxes! Last year we managed to package up and send off 118 
shoeboxes for this appeal – let’s see if we can beat this total this year!! The collection date for our 
shoeboxes will be in the week commencing 15th November 2021 – so we need them in by then! 

 

Non-Pupil Professional Development and Training Day 
Please remember that Monday 1st November 2021 is a designated non-pupil professional development and 
training day. The school is closed to the children. We look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 
2nd November 2021 after the half term break. 

 

Finally…. 
The PTA would like to pass on their thanks for supporting the ‘pre-loved’ sale event on Tuesday after 
school. Despite the gusty conditions you helped raise a fantastic £286.40. Thank you! 
 
IMPORTANT REMINDER - As you are well aware, the statutory closing date for applications from parents 
of Year 6 children (for a secondary school place in Year 7 from September 2022) is 31st October 2021. 
 

I would like to remind any parents of Year 6 children who have yet to submit an application, that they must 
do so by 31st October 2021. 
 

Applications can be made via the Essex website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions 
 

 
Thank you for your continued support this term and I wish you a safe, peaceful and enjoyable half term 
holiday next week.   
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

