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Following on from the Prime Minister’s update briefing on Monday evening the 
Department for Education (DfE) have now published new guidance if, as 
anticipated, Step 4 of the recovery roadmap comes into force on 19th July 2021. 
This marks a new phase in the Government’s response to the pandemic, 
moving away from stringent restrictions on everyone’s day-to-day lives, towards 

advising people on how to protect themselves and others, alongside targeted interventions to reduce risk.  
 

The ‘Schools COVID-19 Operational Guidance – July 2021’ sets out the changes to restrictions that will 
impact on schools. The main headlines are: 

 From Step 4, it will no longer be necessary to keep children in consistent groups or ‘bubbles’ 

 Collective worship/assemblies can resume and singing indoors will be permitted 

 It will no longer be necessary to make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch/break times 
– communal dining can resume 

 Staggered start and finish times will end 

 Face coverings will no longer be advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in classrooms, 
communal areas or outside 

 Control measures will remain – good hand and respiratory hygiene, appropriate cleaning regimes 
and well ventilated occupied spaces 

 From 16th August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-
isolate if they are a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case – instead they will be asked to take a 
PCR test 

 There is no need for primary age children (those in Year 6 and below) to test over the summer 
holiday 

 Further information for parents and carers can be found at: What parents and carers need to know 
about early years providers, schools and colleges during COVID-19 

 

Many schools will have already started their summer holiday period by 19th July 2021. The DfE and Local 
Authority have stated that for schools that remain open the current measures can stay in place until the end 
of the summer term. This will be the case for St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Junior 
School with two exceptions: 

 On Monday 19th July 2021 the children will have the opportunity in the morning to meet their new 
classteacher for the academic year 2021-2022. To allow this to take place children will be mixed 
from two different bubbles to allow the classes to move up as a whole. 

 On Wednesday 21st July 2021 we will be taking the whole school to St Thomas’s Church for our 
Year 6 Leavers’ Eucharist. This will be the first time since March 2020 that the whole school 
community will have been together for an act of worship…and we can sing! (further details later on 
in this newsletter) 

 

Over the course of the summer holiday period I will be writing to you to remind you of the arrangements for 
arriving/leaving school as we return to normal. There will be a few subtle changes as we look to benefit 
from some of the arrangements that have been forced upon us by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Please do read this newsletter carefully as there is some important information and reminders to digest. 
Many thanks for your ongoing trust and support! 

 

Staffing Update 
Following our recruitment process, I am pleased to announce that we have now completed the appointment 
of a part-time classteacher for September 2021. Mrs Saskia Gutteridge will be joining our teaching team 
in the new academic year and taking on responsibility for teaching the Year 5 children from the mixed age 
Year 5/Year 6 class. Some of you may be familiar with Mrs Gutteridge, as she has been employed through 
the National Tutoring Programme as one of our ‘catch up’ tutors. Mrs Gutteridge was so impressed with our 
school and its ethos that she decided to apply and make her stay with us more permanent! Mrs Gutteridge 
has been in school this morning to work alongside Mrs Maskell (who she replaces) to start to learn the 
routines and expectations of our school. I am sure you will all make Mrs Gutteridge feel very welcome as 
she joins our school family. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=08%20July%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=08%20July%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


We have also added strength and numbers to our Teaching Assistant team following further interviews and 
recruitment procedures. From September 2021 we are delighted that Mrs Joanne Chivers, Mrs Clare 
Emery, Mrs Kelly Bonnet and Mrs Kelly Gowers all join our Teaching Assistant staffing structure. All four 
are currently members of our Midday Assistant team and will now be working as Teaching Assistants 
(SEND) to support individual children with identified Education & Health Care Plans (EHCPs). We still have 
one vacancy to fill which is currently be advertised on the Essex Schools Jobs website –  
www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk  

 

School Dinners 
Following our Governing Body meeting held on Wednesday 7th July 2021 and subsequent discussions at 
the Finance & Premises Committee meeting this term, I am writing to inform you that the cost of school 
dinners will increase from September 2021. The cost of school meals has remained unchanged since the 
reintroduction of hot school meals many years ago. 
 

From September 2021 the cost of school dinners will be £2.35 per day (£11.75 per week). 
 

I am sure we have all seen the cost of our own weekly food shopping increase in recent years so this 
modest increase will help us continue to provide high quality nutritional hot meals to your children. From 
September Parent Pay will be adjusted accordingly and I would remind you to 
ensure your lunch account is kept in credit. School dinners must be paid for at the 
time they are taken. 
 

The current 2-week rolling menu will continue in September 2021. We will return in 
September, (Thursday 2nd September) on WEEK 1 of the menu.  
 

New menus will be created and ready for after the October half term at which point 
we will return to a 3-week rolling menu.  
 

Year 6 Leavers’ Service 
In light of the fact Step 4 is very likely to happen on Monday 19th July 2021, Fr. Mark and I have been 
discussing the arrangements for the Year 6 Leavers’ Eucharist traditionally held at St Thomas’ Church. Last 
year this was not possible owing to the tight restrictions in place. However, this year we see no reason why 
this cannot return as a fitting end to another very challenging academic year. 
 

Therefore, on the morning of Wednesday 21st July 2021 we will be walking ALL the children, accompanied 
by staff, to St Thomas’ Church. It is also very helpful if some parents are available and willing to help escort 
the classes to/from the church. If you are able to help, then please contact your child’s classteacher either 
through the homework diary or by calling the school office. 
 

The service will begin at 9:30a.m. and parents are very welcome to join us for this act of worship. We will 
be singing some familiar and traditional hymns accompanied by Mr Rooke on the church organ. We will 
also be presenting our Year 6 children with their leavers’ bibles. I am sure it will prove to be a moving and 
emotional time as we come together as a school community for the first time since March 2020. You might 
want to bring your tissues!! 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury Brentwood Town Pilgrimage 
I hope many of you will have seen and read the Parent Hub message sent yesterday related to the 
Pilgrimage Trail which has been devised to celebrate the 800th anniversary of Christianity in Brentwood. 
This runs from 11th July to 1st August 2021. You can download the trail from the St Thomas’ Church website 
– www.st-thomas.org.uk It looks like lots of fun!  
 

Go Wild in Essex Libraries this Summer 
Wild World Heroes Summer Reading Challenge 2021 launches in all Essex libraries on Saturday 10th July 
and runs until Tuesday 31 August 2021. Children of all ages can sign up; the challenge is to read six books 
and for every book read they’ll collect a sticker. Children who complete the activity will also earn a medal 
and certificate. As well as being great fun, it can help to prevent a reading dip over the long summer break. 
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/the-wild-world-heroes-are-here/  

 
SEND Summer Activities Bulletin 
Parent Support Groups along with the SEND Navigation Leads have worked together to produce a bulletin 
of summer holiday activities for children with SEND in each quadrant in Essex. This list is by no means 
exhaustive but is a good starting point for activities available locally that families can access with their child. 
Please take a look at: www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/school-holiday-activities  

http://www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk/
http://www.st-thomas.org.uk/
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/the-wild-world-heroes-are-here/
http://www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/school-holiday-activities


 

Finally…. 
As we come to the end of another busy week in school I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs 
Coughtrey and all the other staff in Year 6 who have provided such a fun-packed ‘Activity Week’ for our 
children in Year 6. With a different theme and activity each day, I know the children and adults have 
thoroughly enjoyed new challenges as well as having an opportunity to reflect upon their time here at our 
school. 
 

Did you watch the football on Wednesday? Perhaps that is a silly question!! After our semi-final victory over 
Denmark I am sure we will all be tuned in to watch on Sunday as England take on Italy in the final.  
 

It’s coming home!!!! 
 

 
 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support. Have a lovely weekend and stay safe. 
 

 
 
 
Mr D. Moran  
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

