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The word ‘bubbles’ has taken on a completely different meaning over 
the past 16 months. Whereas once it was associated with something 
you might play with in the garden it now, more often than not, refers to 
consistent groupings of children or adults to assist in the control and 
contact tracing of COVID-19. Sadly, over the past couple of weeks we 
have seen 4 of our bubbles affected by positive COVID-19 cases and it 
has been with deep regret that we have had to ask you to self-isolate 
as directed by Essex & Southend Contact Tracing and Public Health 
England.  

 

Thank you to all those children and parents who have supported and adhered to the self-isolation 
requirements. We all know that the best place for your child to be is in school with their peers and being 
taught face-to-face by their classteacher. I have been very impressed with the engagement with remote 
learning via Google Classroom and I know that you have continued to learn whilst at home. Thankfully, 
Monday will see the return of all our children and we look forward to starting a new week with everybody in 
attendance. 
 

Many of you will be aware that next week, Tuesday 29th June 2021, sees Fr Matthew Austen being 
ordained in to the priesthood. This is a very exciting time in the life of our school, parish and indeed Fr. 
Matthew. Please do pray for Fr. Matthew and his family at this significant time in his spiritual life. As it is 
written in John Chapter 15: 16 – “You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and 
bear much fruit, the kind of fruit that endures.” 

 

Staffing Update 
Today is Mrs Chloe Moran’s final day in school following a year of covering the 
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) vacancy whilst Mrs Watts has 
been on maternity leave. Like all of us the past 12 months have certainly been 
challenging but I know that Mrs Moran has worked tirelessly to support our children 
and families that are supported through our SEND provision. Many of you will have 
had contact or dealings with her and I know you have benefited greatly from her 
knowledge, experience and professionalism. I am sure you will all join me in 
thanking her for her dedication, commitment and care as her time at St Thomas of 
Canterbury Church of England Junior School comes to an end – she will be greatly 
missed. 
 

Mrs Watts returns to school next week with her first day being Tuesday 29th June 2021. Mrs Watts will be in 
school for 3 days per week, with her working pattern being Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. I am sure 
you will join me in welcoming Mrs Watts back to her role in school and look forward to the continued high 
quality of support for our children on the SEN register. There have certainly been a lot of changes over the 
past 12 months! 

 

Baby Dunn 
Last Sunday was Father’s Day and there was certainly a wonderful gift that arrived in Mrs Dunn’s family! I 
am delighted to share with you the wonderful news of the safe arrival of baby Harry Dunn, (7lb 10oz). 
Mother and baby are fit and healthy and enjoying welcoming a new addition to their household. I am sure 
you will all join me in congratulating Mrs Dunn and her husband as they introduce a new child to their 
family.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
PTA Summer Fair - POSTPONED 
Following the delay to Step 4 of the roadmap to recovery announced on 14th June 2021 and the fact this 
has now been moved to 19th July 2021 it is with regret that for the second successive year we have had to 
cancel the PTA Summer Fair. With the continued restrictions around social distancing and the legal limits 
on numbers meeting both indoors and outside this decision was sadly inevitable.  
 

However, the PTA are still very keen to try and raise some additional funds for the school as they have tried 
to do all year despite COVID-19 restrictions. Therefore, the Summer Raffle 2021 will still take place with a 
wonderful range of prizes on offer thanks to the amazing generosity of local businesses who have donated 
fantastic prizes. 
 
Next week your child will bring home a letter and two books of raffle tickets for you to sell to family, friends 
and neighbours. The cost per ticket is £1 and we very much hope you can sell them all. Completed ticket 
stubs and money can then be placed in the PTA postbox or handed to your child’s classteacher and must 
be returned by Thursday 8th July 2021. The raffle will be drawn on Friday 9th July 2021. 
 

With a year of diminished revenue from PTA events it would be wonderful to try and raise as much money 
as possible through this event – good luck everyone! 

 

School Events 
With the continuation of restrictions following the pause to Step 4 there are many events that traditionally 
take place at this time of year that sadly will not be able to happen, or not in the usual way. In line with DfE, 
Public Health England and Local Authority guidance we will not be hosting a Sports Day with parent 
spectators this year. The legal limits on social gatherings outside and the complicated logistics of managing 
this mean that our Sports Day will take place with our children and staff only. I hope you understand that 
this is to protect your children, our staff and the wider school community. 
 

Due to the increasing pressures on the school diary (complicated by bubble closures) we have not yet 
identified a date but will look to communicate this to you as soon as possible. 
 

It is our hope that we may be able to have a Leavers’ Eucharist for our Year 6 children on 21st July 2021. 
This date falls after the 19th July and depending on restrictions we will look to take our children to St 
Thomas’ Church. Fr. Mark and I have started tentative discussions and our focus will be on having Year 6 
and their parents at the church with the possibility of the rest of the school joining from their classrooms via 
Zoom. There is still a great deal of uncertainty but we will do our best within the legal framework and 
timescales involved. 

 

Finally…. 
I wish you all a safe weekend and look forward to seeing EVERYONE on Monday morning! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 

 
 
 

 
And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: 

admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

