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It was a real joy and delight to welcome Bishop Norman, Bishop of Richborough, in to school 
on Tuesday. Bishop Norman was last with us on 13th February 2020 when the world was a 
very different place and the first national lockdown and enforced school closure was yet to 
happen. Bishop Norman led us in a beautiful Pentecost Eucharist along with Fr. Mark and Fr. 
Matthew and joined in the hall by Ms Marshall’s Year 6 class and confirmed children from 
our other Year 6 classes (socially distanced of course). The rest of the classes and some 
parents and friends of the school joined on Zoom and together we came to worship with a 
blend of physical and virtual attendance.  
 

The atmosphere during our service was one of peace and reverence and Bishop Norman commented on the fact 
that there was a real tangible feel of the Holy Spirit being present amongst us. I would like to congratulate the 
children in 6M who volunteered to read. Many of you will be familiar with the Pentecost readings from The Acts of 
the Apostles which has some very complicated names to get your tongue around! The prayers and intercessions 
were equally moving at a time when we are all drawn to prayer and spiritual renewal in times of continued 
challenge. Bishop Norman is keen to return in the new academic year as he is looking forward to the return of 
singing to further enrich our worship – fingers crossed we can return to singing before too long! 
 

As we prepare to break up for the half term break next week I know many of us are tired after a long half term since 
our return after Easter. I do hope that you are all able to find some time next week to relax and enjoy what looks like 
some promising weather. Some of you may be venturing away for the first time and catching up with family and 
friends you have been unable to see. Whatever you are doing please bear in mind the current restrictions and 
continue to be cautious and not complacent. Hands – Face – Space – Fresh Air continues to be key in driving down 
infection and transmission rates. We are all optimistic for further changes on 21st June 2021 but we must ensure we 
all remain sensible to allow Step 4 of the roadmap to happen. 
 

Thank you for your continued support, patience and prayers at this challenging time. 

 

Parents’ Evening 
On behalf of all the staff I would like to thank all those parents and 
carers who joined us for parents’ evening this week via SchoolCloud. It 
was wonderful to meet with you and share with you the achievements 
of your children this year through what has been another challenging 
period. The SchoolCloud booking and appointment system stood up 
well to the test and despite a small number of glitches the meetings 
were able to proceed in a confidential environment and without the 
need to travel to school or arrange childcare. Moving forward we will review our use of virtual appointments for 
future parents’ evening events as our attendance rates are much higher than when these take place in person. We 
fully appreciate that one element you continue to miss out on at present is seeing your children’s classrooms and 
their exercise books. We are very confident that we could develop our use of ‘open classrooms’ to facilitate this 
opportunity and will review this thoroughly ahead of our parents’ evening meetings in the autumn term. 
 

As our parents’ evening meetings have been held much later this academic year and much closer to the end of the 
summer term we will be revising our annual report template to reflect this and to make adjustments for aspects 
such as remote learning which has been experienced this year. All children will receive an end of year report and we 
look forward to sharing this with you in due course.   

 
 
 
 



PTA Committee Meeting 
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic and associated restrictions the PTA still continue to meet on a regular basis to 
discuss events and fundraising opportunities for the school and your children. Although this last 14-months has 
impacted hugely on some of the big events, such as the Christmas Bazaar and Summer Fair, smaller fundraising 
activities have still been possible. On behalf of the PTA I would like to thank you for your continued support. 
 

The PTA Committee will next be meeting on Tuesday 8th June 2021 at 1:30p.m. via Zoom. If you would like to join 
us to find out about future events, share suggestions or find out what the PTA does then please do contact the 
School Office via email (admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk) so we can send you the Zoom invitation link. Please 
don’t feel apprehensive or intimidated by joining us as everyone is very friendly and we would be delighted to 
welcome new faces – whether you have some experience or none, everyone is welcome! 
 

REMINDER: Healthy Snacks 
We are proud to be a healthy school and promote healthy lifestyles and diet including participation in The Daily 
Mile™. We encourage you to send in a healthy snack for your child to eat at morning break. The vast majority of 
children do bring in a piece of fruit or healthy cereal bar. However recently we have observed a few children who are 
not eating a healthy snack! Please can we ask you to support us in this matter and remember that under no 
circumstances should children be bringing in crisps, chocolate, chocolate covered snack bars or sweets. It is also 
worth pointing out that a number of fruit based snack products marketed in the main supermarkets contain a very 
high sugar content and are probably not as healthy as you might think! The classteachers will be reminding the 
children about what constitutes a healthy snack.  
 

Can I also remind you that we have a number of children with severe allergies to nuts so please do not send in any 
snack items that obviously contain nuts. Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

Staffing Update 
Today is Mrs Anna Dunn’s last day at St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Junior School 
before starting her maternity leave from Monday 7th June 2021. Sadly, owing to continued COVID-19 
restrictions for pregnant staff, we have not seen Mrs Dunn in school since our return from the Easter 
break as she has been required to ‘shield’ and work from home. Mrs Whitaker has stepped up to be in 
school every day for 3DW whilst Mrs Dunn has been supporting behind the scenes on her contracted 
2 days a week. 

 

I am sure you will join me in wishing Mrs Dunn continued good health and happiness as she prepares for the birth of 
her second child later in June. I am sure she and her family are looking forward to welcoming a new family member! 
Mrs Whitaker will continue to teach Year 3 (3DW) until the end of the academic year. 
 

11+ 2022 Entry 
I am aware that some parents of children in Year 5 will be considering applications to selective schools for 2022 
entry. The Consortium of Selective Schools in Essex (CSSE) have contacted us to remind you of the process and key 
dates. The purpose of the 11+ test is to select those children who have the potential to thrive in an environment 
which provides a highly academic curriculum, which also has depth and breadth, and a range of challenging 
pursuits. Further details can be found at www.csse.org.uk. The key dates for your information are: 
 

 Registration for the 11+ exam opens on 18th May 2021 

 Registration for the 11+ exam closes on 2nd July 2021 

 The 11+ Test will take place on Saturday 18th September 2021 
 

Finally…. 
Today has certainly been a day to remember as we experienced our first PTA Break the Rules Day. What a sight to 
behold this morning as children arrived with some very interesting hair styles and colours – an image I will find hard 
to forget. I am not sure there is any coloured hair spray left in Brentwood! Thank you to everyone who supported 
this event and helped raise money for our school. I do hope that over the half term holiday children’s normal hair 
colour returns!! 
 

Have a super half term week, stay safe and I look forward to seeing you all again on Monday 7th June 2021. 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 
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