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 Next week, we reach Step 3 of the roadmap to recovery and I am sure many of you will 
want to take advantage of the further lifting of restrictions as we manoeuvre ourselves out 
of the pandemic which has gripped us for so long. However, please heed the warnings and 
be cautious, not complacent.   
 

I very much hope that you have now had a chance to read and digest the letter which was 
sent out via Parent Hub on Wednesday from Clare Kershaw, Director of Education in Essex. 

In it you will see that very little is changing in school settings with regard to Step 3 and it is still of vital importance 
that we maintain our systems of control and protective measures as set out in our risk assessment. The message 
from the Department for Education (DfE), Local Authority and ourselves is that we must protect education at all 
costs and the guidance acknowledges that this may differ from wider national guidance. None of us want to see a 
return to remote learning – children learn best when they are in school!  
 

Contact tracing is still key to minimising the transmission of COVID-19 and this is why we are maintaining our 
separate bubbles, staggered start/finish times and most importantly continuing to promote hands, face, space and 
fresh air advice. Social distancing continues to be one of the most effective ways of breaking the chain of 
transmission and I would ask you to continue observing this in and around the school premises. To this end, we 
continue to ask you to wear face coverings (unless exempt) when on the school premises. Staff will also continue 
wearing them in situations where it is difficult to maintain social distancing. Thank you for your support in this 
matter. 
 

If we can negotiate Step 3 successfully we can all look with hope and anticipation to Step 4 (21st June 2021) when life 
may start to feel more ‘normal’ again. 
 

Thank you for your continued support, patience and prayers at this difficult time. 

 

The 2 Johns – E-Safety Training 
We were delighted to welcome the 2 Johns (in a virtual sense) to 
school yesterday to present their online e-safety/stranger 
danger workshops to our children, staff and parents. This was 
meant to have taken place in person back in February 2021 but 
for obvious reasons had to be delivered via a webinar.  
 

Over the course of the day the 2 Johns presented to Year 3 & 4 (morning), Year 5 & 6 (afternoon), staff (after school) 
and parents (evening). The sessions were really well put togther and covered a range of topics and discussion points 
that highlighted some of the dangers of being online in a virtual world. I am sure everyone who attended will have 
learned something new and there was plenty of food for thought and reflection. One area which was covered in a 
number of the sessions was the dangers associated with TikTok. The information below (aimed at primary and 
secondary schools) may be useful in helping you be more informed and aware of what this platform does and the 
potential dangers if not monitored properly.  
 
Live streaming on TikTok and other platforms  
We want to make you aware of an emerging concern involving TikTok. There is a facility on TikTok whereby 1000 
followers enables a person to be able to broadcast live, and some children and young people at school are broadcasting 
live using this and possibly other platforms at different times during the school day. 
 

Live streaming is the broadcasting of live video to an audience or on a one-to-one basis in real time. During public live 
streams viewers can participate by ‘liking’ videos and adding comments which can be seen by the person broadcasting, 
and by other viewers. It is also possible for viewers to contact broadcasters who are live streaming or who have live 
streamed.  
  



Any person with a TikTok or similar platform account can use live streaming. Many children and young people do this, 
for example to sing and dance and to talk about things, perhaps with the aim of attracting more viewers and to be 
someone who is ‘trending’ online.  
 

Some example TikTok live streams were shown recently by the ‘Two Johns’ (E-Safety Training). In them you were able 
to see groups of students, who appeared to be at various different secondary schools, live streaming during the lunch 
period at school. The broadcasts did not appear to include anything specific; they just seemed to be students who had 
decided to broadcast live on TikTok during their lunchtime, with other students coming in and out of the screen at 
different times.  
 

This type of activity is popular among children and young people, including primary school children, and can be 
beneficial. For example, broadcasting live may help to develop a person’s creativity and improve their confidence, 
enable them to speak about something that matters to them on a wider platform, or perhaps as an additional way to 
stay in touch with friends.  
  
Concerns 
There are risks for children and young people associated with broadcasting live online, and in engaging with other 
people’s broadcasts, including: 
  

 viewing inappropriate content (such as sexual or violent videos); 
  

 communicating with people that are unknown to them;   
  

 children and young people may be broadcasting from their bedroom, unsupervised – making an additional 
forum in which abuse may take place;  

  
 there could be thousands of people watching a live stream at any time, including those who are looking to harm 

children and young people – it is possible to move a child or young person from a live stream to a private one;  
  

 coercion or manipulation to create and share indecent images of themselves while live streaming; 
  

 live videos can be recorded and shared.  
  
The Internet Watch Foundation found that 98% of live streamed abuse on mostly private platforms showed children 
aged 13 and under, suggesting that this age group may be more at risk when live streaming. Research by the London 
Grid for Learning showed that 1 in 6 pupils aged 7-16 taking part in a survey said that something had happened while 
they were live streaming that made them feel uncomfortable, and more than 1 in 20 pupils had been asked to change or 
get undressed.  
  
What you can do to support children and young people 
Children and young people can be reassured that if something happens while live streaming it is not their fault, and 
reminded to seek support from school staff or their parents and carers if they are worried about anything, or if 
something has happened.  
 

Resources are also available from various organisations including those referred to above, and others such as 
Thinkuknow, and the NSPCC.  
 

Thank you to all those who were able to attend and for your continued support with this very important work in 
keeping your children safe online. 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians around the world to pray between 
Ascension Day (13th May) and Pentecost (23rd May) for more people to come to know Jesus. Praying for people to 
come to know the love, hope and peace found in Christ is at the heart of Thy Kingdom Come and perhaps needed 
now more than ever. 
 

There are a number of ways you can get involved and set up regular, daily patterns of prayer whether you are doing 
so on your own, as a household, or joining with a small group or as a church virtually. Resources are available in a 
range of offline and free online formats (see below). 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafetytraining.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987677843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BSBpmG1hXgOuLeAE7pGMSq9zOTLthWkcpLxp%2FfLPOzc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iwf.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987677843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BpJVx%2BJfSG1i1aRoU0jgTJemiRu9btQwQnegxKNiSYc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lgfl.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987677843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aay98U%2BoeiMaIer59%2Fmb7lfvKUtbM0TEJHamkKM7%2Few%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lgfl.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987677843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aay98U%2BoeiMaIer59%2Fmb7lfvKUtbM0TEJHamkKM7%2Few%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thinkuknow.co.uk%2Fprofessionals%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987687800%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NCvYJ%2F6AHsTYx6ABfmR2hrxTy9HMqEnXqZPcWFXbCd0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nspcc.org.uk%2Fkeeping-children-safe%2Fonline-safety%2Flivestreaming-online-video-apps%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987687800%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mKw9LCJORdR9Sud34iwPV5zCgj4VVC%2Bl5yfO2pZzCME%3D&reserved=0


Primary Schools – Cheeky Pandas Videos 
We’re pleased to be able to share with you resources that you might like to explore at home during Thy Kingdom 
Come and beyond. There is a series of 11 short videos with fun animated stories, prayers, bible stories, songs and 
interviews with special guests such as Bear Grylls, Archbishop Justin and Gemma Hunt. Each episode is based on a 
theme, from ‘help’ to ‘sorry’ and from ‘praise’ to ‘offer’ and is around 14 minutes long. 
 

There are a variety of resources to accompany each video including 
activity packs, prayer PowerPoint presentations and a children’s AR app 
and adventure prayer map (which can be downloaded by parents here), 
and the songs are also available as individual lyric and action videos. 
There are also videos with BSL, and the activity sheets can be 
downloaded as widget documents. You may find it helpful to look at 
this series information sheet which gives a full overview of our Cheeky 
Pandas resources. You can download all the episodes and additional 
resources via the website. 

 

Parking Complaints 
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those parents, carers and other 
adults who keep our children safe and respect our local community by parking legally 
and responsibly. We all know the challenges now and historically that we face in 
Sawyers Hall Lane brought about by the high volume of schools in such close 
proximity to each other. 
 

Along with the other schools in our road we continue to be active members of the Sawyers Hall Lane Steering 
Group that meet regularly to discuss and explore solutions to parking issues with a commitment to keeping 
pedestrians and vehicle users safe. One small part of this is our recent involvement with the ‘Walk to School - WOW 
Activity Tracker’ which looks to encourage families to travel to and from school sustainably with a preference for 
walking, scooting or cycling. Another noticeable development has been the suspension of some parking bays and 
the installation of ‘wands’ to prevent illegal parking. 
 

The Sawyers Hall Lane Steering Group met yesterday and I was sad to have to report to them the growing number 
of complaints I am receiving from local residents, particularly those who live in Sawyers Grove. These complaints 
highlight illegal parking, blocking of driveways preventing residents leaving/arriving at their property, obstruction of 
pavements and abusive and threatening behaviour from individuals. This is completely unacceptable and a poor 
reflection and advertisement for our school. Similar complaints have been lodged with the South Essex Parking 
Partnership (SEPP). It is so important that all vehicle users support the measures that are put in place to protect our 
school communities.  
 

Moving forward the Steering Group are exploring solutions such as temporary gates to prevent traffic, walking 
buses, park and stride schemes and a higher profile from Civil Enforcement Officers. However, these schemes and 
ideas will only be successful if everyone supports them and parks legally and responsibly. Thank you for your 
support in making a positive behavioural change and keeping our children safe. 

 

Dangerous Driving 
My staff and I have become increasingly alarmed by the measures some parents/carers are taking to avoid parking 
and pick their children up from school by car. This involves encouraging their children to get in to moving cars and 
walk amongst the traffic to enter a vehicle. In one case a child had one leg in the car, one on the road and was 
hopping along to get in while the car was moving. This is illegal and potentially a recipe for a serious incident or 
injury. This example has been reported to SEPP.  
 
Parents’ Evening 
I am delighted that 74% of parents have already signed up for parents’ evening at the end of this half term. 
Considering the booking window only opened on Monday at 12 noon this is a great response. If you have not yet 
booked your appointment, then please do so as soon as possible and before the booking window closes on Friday 
21st May at 12 noon. We are looking forward to meeting with you via video appointment and discussing the progress 
and success of your children this academic year. 

 

 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/sites/default/files/2021-04/The%20Map%20Inside%202021%20Panda%20House.pdf
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/sites/default/files/2021-05/Cheeky%20Pandas%20Information%20Overview%20%28with%20app%29.pdf
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/cheekypandas


Finally…. 
I am delighted that we have twenty-five Year 5 children who have started Confirmation classes with Fr. Mark, via 
Zoom, on a Thursday afternoon. This is really encouraging and a wonderful celebration of the children’s maturing 
faith. The children will be confirmed by Bishop Norman, Bishop of Richborough, on Sunday 18th July 2021 at St 
Thomas’ Church. Before this, Bishop Norman will also be spending the day in school on Tuesday 25th May to lead us 
in a Pentecost Eucharist. 
 

On Thursday, we marked the great feast of The Ascension – when our Lord Jesus Christ completed his work here on 
Earth and ascended to heaven. This allowed the Holy Spirit to come down later at Pentecost and begin to build 
God’s church.  
 

Take care, stay safe and have a wonderful weekend. 
 

 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

