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Without wanting to jinx things I wonder if it is safe to say that summer has 
finally arrived? This week we have experienced rising temperatures and sunny 
weather and many of us have been looking for a shady spot to cool down. 
Thankfully this fine weather extended in to our half term break and I do hope 
many of you were able to take advantage of getting out and about possibly 
venturing off to the coast or exploring the countryside, either on our doorstep or 
further afield. 

 

It is quite amazing to find ourselves in the last half term of this academic year. Another year full of 
surprises, uncertainties, challenges and drama. I think we are all hoping and praying that the 2021-2022 
academic year returns to some sense of normality and normal traditions, events and service can resume. 
With this in mind I am aware that the nation watches and waits tentatively to see whether Step 4 (21st June 
2021) of the road map to recovery is able to proceed. There are indications that further information and 
announcements may be forthcoming on 14th June 2021…let us pray they bring positive news?! 

 

Staffing Update 
There are a number of staffing updates and developments to share with you. 
 

After long and distinguished careers at St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Junior School two 
members of our teaching staff will be retiring at the end of this term.  
 

Mrs Terry Ashby has been associated with our school for many, many years starting when her own 
children came through the Infant and Junior Schools. She has held many positions of responsibility and 
taken on various roles but has made the decision to leave our school to enjoy a thoroughly well-deserved 
retirement. I know that she also intends to keep busy with spending time with her growing family! I am sure 
you will join me in thanking Mrs Ashby for her long service, care and dedication to our school and wish her 
a long and peaceful retirement. After such a long association I know this has been an emotional decision to 
make. 
 

Mrs Julie Gould will also be retiring, although she tried this once and we persuaded her to come back! 
This time Mrs Gould has decided to enjoy her retirement alongside her husband and spend time with her 
family who are scattered around the UK. Once again, I am sure you will join me in thanking Mrs Gould for 
her care, dedication and commitment to our school. Both Mrs Ashby and Mrs Gould will be sorely missed. 
 

It is with mixed emotion that we will also be saying goodbye to Miss Poppy Blake who will be leaving our 
school at the end of this academic year. Miss Blake has been with us for the past 2 years (quite eventful 
ones as it turned out!) but is getting married this summer and will be relocating to County Durham. I am 
sure you will wish Miss Blake and her future husband every success and happiness as they prepare for a 
new phase in their lives together. We also need to thank Miss Blake for her teaching role in Year 3 and the 
care and dedication she has shown throughout her time here. I am certain her new school will soon realise 
what an asset they have gained. 
 

Also leaving us at the end of term is Mrs Nicola Maskell. Mrs Maskell has worked on a part-time basis for 
a number of years in various different year groups as well as delivering one-to-one tuition sessions in the 
afternoons. She will be familiar to many of your children and once again will be greatly missed by adults 
and children alike. I am sure you will join me in extending our sincere thanks and gratitude for her 
commitment and hard work and wish her well for the future. 
 

Finally, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Alison Adams, who has worked on a part-time basis covering 
some of our PPA cover in school. Mrs Adams has completed various periods of work in our school over the 
past few years and in the future we may well see her back in some capacity! Mrs Adams is taking on a new 
position in another school next term and I am sure you will wish her continued success and happiness. 
 

Our thanks, thoughts and prayers go with all our staff due to leave at the end of the academic year. 
 

 
 



I am also pleased to inform you that we have recruited a new member to our teaching staff for September 
2021. Mrs Bridget Stonebridge will join our staffing team from the beginning of next academic year. Mrs 
Stonebridge will be a familiar face and name to children in 4P as she has been working alongside Mrs 
Pritchard since January 2021 as part of the Essex & Thames Primary SCITT. We are delighted that Mrs 
Stonebridge will be joining our school family and beginning her teaching career at St Thomas of Canterbury 
Church of England Junior School. I am sure I can count on your support as we welcome a new member of 
staff. 
 

Before the end of this term there are a few other staffing matters to attend to and I will keep you informed of 
developments through the regular newsletters. 

 

Whole School Photoshoot 
On Tuesday 15th June we will be welcoming Kittle Photographic back in to 
school to complete our very first whole school photograph. Traditionally this 
has involved erecting a complicated scaffold system to produce various levels 
and layers for children to stand on. It has also been a very lengthy process of 
getting over 300 children and staff in to position and all smiling at the same 
time! 
 

Our photoshoot on Tuesday will use greenscreen technology to take individual photographs and then 
transform them into a whole school portrait. In this way it is quicker, easier, ensures a better quality of 
picture and is entirely COVID-19 secure as it will not involve any mixing of bubbles.  
 

Please ensure that your child arrives on time on Tuesday morning and wearing their SUMMER school 
uniform. I am sure each child will want to look their best being smart and presentable and having brushed 
their hair. Homework diaries should already have been completed to give consent for photographs to be 
taken as these were used for the class photographs back in April. 
 

I am really excited to see the finished picture! 

 

Launch of Safer, Greener, Healthier Active Travel Consultation 
Many of you will be aware that over the past few months we have been active members and participants of 
the Sawyers Hall Lane Steering Group. Up until recently this group has met virtually each week. Primarily 
this has focused on the pressures associated with Sawyers Hall Lane and Middleton Hall Lane. As a direct 
consequence of this work we are pleased to share with you confirmation that the Active Travel Fund 
consultation has now gone live.  
 

You can access the consultation via www.essexhighways.org/active-travel-essex 
 

Here you can watch the video to find out more about the ambitious plans to help make Essex safer, 
greener and healthier, including Brentwood. If you have any questions about the consultation, please email 
activetravel@essexhighways.org 
 

Please do take some time to look at the proposals drawn up for Brentwood and have your say. 
 

Thank you for your support in making Sawyers Hall Lane safer for all. 

 

Non-Pupil Professional Development & Training Day 
In case you have missed this date on our previous newsletters and the school website we would like to 
remind you that Friday 18th June 2021 is a non-pupil professional development and training day and the 
school is closed to the children.  
 

Finally…. 
Keep a look out next week for details of the PTA Father’s Day sale in preparation for next Sunday! 
 

The staff and I would like to thank you for your continued support and trust at this time. Please keep the life 
and work of the school in your on-going thoughts and prayers. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 

 
And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: 

admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 
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