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A warm welcome back to the summer term and I do hope you all had a wonderful 
Easter break. As we enter the season of Eastertide we rejoice at the new life around 
us and reflect upon the real story of Easter and proclaim the news of the risen Lord –  
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  
 

 
It was rather bizzare on Monday morning, as we started our staff professional development and training, to 
be witnessing a flurry of snow to begin the summer term! However, despite some chilly mornings it is 
always a treat to return for this term with lighter mornings, longer hours of daylight and a chance to enjoy 
and make the most of our superb school grounds. I do hope that you are also enjoying the easing of 
restrictions that took place at the beginning of the Easter holiday (29th March) and from Monday (12th April). 
Although it is wonderful to be able to see family and friends outside again it is important that we are all 
sensible and cautious so as not to negatively impact on the national road to recovery. Social distancing, 
wearing of face coverings and frequent washing of hands is still incredibly important as is ventilation and 
fresh air. I am also sure many of you were keen to have a haircut! 

 

It was with great sadness that we heard the news of the death of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, Prince 
Philip last Friday. I am sure our thoughts and prayers are very much with HM The Queen and the Royal 
Family as they come to terms with their loss. HRH The Duke of Edinburgh has been described this week as 
the ‘nations grandfather’ and it has certainly been fascinating to learn more about his long life and service, 
much of which was shielded from the general public. In school this week we have used resources from the 
Diocese of Chelmsford and Diocese of Guildford to explore, reflect and give thanks to God for his life. We 
pray for the funeral taking place this weekend which I am sure many of you may watch to pay your 
respects.  
 

Please remember that all newsletters and key communication from the school appears on the school 
website (www.stthomasjnr.org) and are also sent electronically via Parent Hub. We will endeavour to keep 
you up to date and fully informed through use of these platforms and the fortnightly newsletters. Please 
take the time to read them as a great deal of time and effort goes into preparing them. Thank you for your 
continued support and encouragement and we look forward to working with you in partnership over the 
coming summer term. 
 

Kittle Photographic 
On Tuesday 27th April 2021 we will be welcoming Kittle Photographic in to school in order to take our class 
photographs. We have been working closely with Kittle and have reviewed their protective measures, 
systems of control and COVID-19 risk assessment and are confident that our traditional class photographs 
can go ahead safely. 
 

The children will remain in their class ‘bubbles’ for this photograph and the photographer will ensure 
protective measures are adhered to at all times. Please ensure your child is looking smart and presentable 
in their summer uniform – hopefully by this date everyone will have had a haircut and managed to get new 
school shoes if these are required! 
 

Later in the term (June) we have asked Kittle Photographic to return to take a 
whole school photograph to mark a challenging and extraordinary academic year. 
This will use green screen technology so that although the finished picture will 
show a whole school image all the photographs will have been taken in a socially 
distanced fashion – the miracles of technology! I am looking forward to seeing the 
final picture! 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stthomasjnr.org/


Summer Uniform – Reminder! 
It was wonderful to see all the children returning on Tuesday in their summer uniforms with some lovely 
new, crisp white polo shirts on display. By the end of the week almost 100% of children were in correct and 
approved summer uniform – thank you! Nobody should now be wearing a school tie and collared shirt 
(winter uniform), but following the school uniform guidance given out in the last newsletter or clearly 
displayed in your child’s homework diary. We have had to mention to a number of boys about the colour of 
their socks – these must be black or grey only (NOT white or patterned). Can I also remind you that girls 
who wear hairbands/clips..etc. must wear them in the approved school colours and they must be of a size 
that they do not become a distraction or hinderance to themselves or others. We expect our school uniform 
to reflect our high expectations across the school and we thank you for your support in this matter. As we 
notice children wearing incorrect uniform they will get a reminder sticker placed in their homework diary.  
 

WOW Activity Tracker 
As part of our commitment to improving the safety for vehicle users and 
pedestrians in Sawyers Hall Lane and our involvement with the current 
Steering Groups tasked to look at this we are excited to be getting involved 
with the ‘Living Streets – WOW Activity Tracker’. 
 

This scheme is aimed at encouraging and challenging all children to walk to 
school as well as record their physical activity on a daily basis. The WOW 
Activity Tracker also encourages some healthy competition between 
classes with the Active Travel Leaderboard. If children meet their active 
targets each week then they are awarded a badge at the end of the month. 
Parents and children will be given the three-word school access code to 
enable them to log in to the WOW Activity Tracker and begin recording their 
own daily journeys.  
 

We are intending to launch the scheme from Monday 26th April 2021 and further details for you and your 
children will follow. This is an exciting opportunity to promote the health benefits of walking to school as 
well as improving traffic congestion and our environment in Sawyers Hall Lane.  
 

Year 5 – Confirmation Classes 
The children in Year 5 have received letters this week (Thursday) inviting them to take part in confirmation 
classes with Fr. Mark over the course of this term. These will continue to be conducted via Zoom in line 
with current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

This is an exciting opportunity for children in Year 5 to take part and complete 
confirmation preparation classes with Fr. Mark and revisit their baptismal 
promises and develop a further understanding of their faith. I hope you will be 
able to pray for these children and their families as they make a decision about 
the next step in their journey of faith. On Sunday 18th July 2021 these children 
will be confirmed at St Thomas of Canterbury Church and will receive the 
sacrament of confirmation from Bishop Norman, the Bishop of Richborough.  
 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our Year 5 children and I am sure you will join 
me in thanking Fr. Mark for making this possible.  

 

Brentwood Ursuline Convent High School 
Brentwood Ursuline Convent High School will be offering Music Scholarships and Places to 17 of the Year 
7 places for admissions in September 2022. Music Scholarships and Places are aimed at supporting 
talented musicians who will enrich the musical life of the school. Applicants for these places need not be 
from the priority areas or be Catholic, but would be expected to respect the Catholic ethos of the school 
and take an active part in its musical and liturgical life. 
 

Any prospective Year 7 student for September 2022 entry is eligible to apply, and applicants will be invited 
to take part in the musical aptitude assessment process starting on 15th September 2021. 
 

Full details are available on their school website under the ‘Admissions’ tab (www.brentwoodursuline.co.uk)  

 

 
 
 

http://www.brentwoodursuline.co.uk/


Finally…. 
On Monday you will receive (via Parent Hub) the new Lower and Upper School Curriculum Guide for 
Parents for the Summer Term. Please have a look through this with your child to see the exciting areas 
they will be exploring over the course of this term. Hopefully you will be able to identify some ways in which 
you can support their knowledge and understanding at home – and bring this in to school to share! 
 

Next week, we are also planning on sending out a letter to children and parents in Year 5 with details about 
the educational visit to Rock UK Summit Centre in South Wales. Please keep an eye out for this! 
 

As always we are looking forward to working in partnership with you over this new summer term and thank 
you in advance for your trust, commitment and support of the school.  
 

Have a lovely weekend! 
 
 
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: 
admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

