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What an absolute joy it was to welcome back all of our children to school 
on Monday morning! It was actually quite an emotional experience all 
round as children, parents and school staff welcomed each other back 
after another lengthy period of enforced school closure. Our attendance 
figures this week have been phenomenal with an average of 97% 
attendance in the first week – a great indication of how much our children 
have missed school and the opportunity to learn, socialise and be within 
our caring Christian community.  
 

My only regret on Monday morning was that all the adults, both parents and staff, were wearing face 
coverings which hid the immense smiles we had on our faces! However, thank you to all those adults who 
are coming on to the school site each morning for wearing your face coverings. We must remember that we 
are still in a period of national lockdown with the school run being a permitted reason to leave home. 
Please, please remember to wear your face coverings in areas where it is difficult to social distance – this 
may well be beyond the school gate as Sawyers Hall Lane has become very busy again. We must continue 
to do everything we possibly can to reduce contacts and the risk of any transmission of COVID-19. All the 
daily figures and statistics are heading in the right direction and we must ensure this continues to protect 
our community and school population.  
 

We have certainly had some interesting weather this week – most noteably the high winds yesterday! They 
say that March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb. While this proverb is about the weather, it 
emphasises that things change during the month of March. Plants, birds and animals that weren’t there at 
the beginning are there by the end as winter gives way to spring. 
 

I pray that we will be able to rejoice together this Lent and Easter with newly reinstated freedoms, and that 
our lives will be infused with the joy of the new as we celebrate the risen Christ’s resurrection victory. 

 

The National Tutoring Programme (NTP) 
We are proud to be actively engaging in and part of the National Tutoring Programme (NTP) and 
recognised as a NTP school. 
 

The NTP offers an opportunity for external high-quality tutoring to support the incredible work that schools 
are doing in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and to provide a longer-term contribution to 
closing the attainment gap. Up to 250,000 pupils will receive tutoring through the NTP Tuition Partners pillar 
this year, reflecting an amazing collective effort to support disadvantaged pupils across England. 
 

This week we have been delighted to 
welcome Mrs Gutteridge and Mrs Hayes 
to school who are both tutoring various 
small groups each afternoon in school. 
This started from Monday which 
demonstrates our immediate response 
and commitment to supporting your 
children. 
 

Please see our certificate of appreciation 
which recognises our school’s 
contribution as an NTP Partner – we are 
proud to share this with you!  

 
 
 
 



School Uniform – Reminder! 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents that after the Easter break all 
children must be wearing summer uniform as set out in the school prospectus. The 
Governing Body continue to uphold high expectations by regularly reviewing and 
tightening up the uniform policy and we would request that all parents adhere to this. 
From the beginning of the summer term all children must wear summer uniform as set 
out in the school prospectus and homework diaries. 

 

All girls in Year 3 & 4 must wear the green checked gingham dresses as part of regulation summer 
uniform. Girls in Year 5 & 6 may choose to wear either the green checked gingham dresses or a white 
school polo shirt with logo with a grey skirt.  
 

Boys need a white school polo shirt with logo and shorts or trousers – also in grey.  
 

Shoes need to be sensible black leather shoes (not boots) with soft soles or leather 
sandals (black or brown). Black trainers are not permitted. We do not like lights or toys in 
the shoes so please bear this in mind when you are purchasing any new shoes, 
especially from Clarks. Incorrect or inappropriate uniform will be flagged up in the new 
term by putting a gentle reminder sticker in your child’s homework diary. Please help 
support us in achieving greater consistency, smarter presentation and a sense of pride – 
thank you. 
 

A reminder - jewellery can cause problems in school due to Health & Safety requirements. Children may 
wear an inexpensive named analogue or digital watch to school providing it is not too big or colourful and 
they will not be distracted by wearing it. Smart watches are not permitted in school. Smart watches can 
cause issues with data protection and data security if these devices are trying to access our school Wi-Fi or 
have the ability to record and/or capture video or audio. No bracelets, rings or necklaces are permitted.  

 

Respect Our Neighbours 
Sadly, in our first week back, I have received an email from a local resident regarding anti-social and 
disrespectful behaviour in Sawyers Hall Lane. 
 

The resident points out the disrespectful behaviour witnessed on the green spaces on either side of 
Sawyers Hall Lane and the fact that some children are damaging trees, disturbing flowerbeds and not 
showing respect to our natural environment and residents’ property. As spring starts to emerge in our 
natural environment it is a great shame that some people decide to pick or trample over the flowers and 
bulbs that brighten up our community. 
 

Please can I ask all parents to remind your children to show respect to our neighbours and our 
environment. It is also worth reminding you that once you have picked up your children from school you 
should be going straight home in line with the national lockdown restrictions which remain in place. Thank 
you for your support in this matter. 
 

Brentwood Imperial Youth Band 
The Brentwood Imperial Youth Band are now actively recruiting and this is your chance to be part of 
something unique. 
 

Not many randomly say “I want to join a marching band” but the Brentwood Imperial Youth Band is so 
much more than just marching or playing an instrument. They have fantastic camaraderie, opportunities to 
travel and all in a caring family environment, where music is second to none. 
 

The Band was formed in 1990 to provide local young people an environment to develop life-skills in a fun, 
safe and musical way. And without doubt getting young people off phones, interacting with each other in 
real time and making proper friends is a bonus too! 
 

They have no entrance criteria other than minimum age is 10yrs; NO MUSICAL EXPERIENCE or even an 
instrument are required, just an appetite to learn and embrace something new.  
 

They rehearse Monday and Wednesday 7pm to 9pm at their own purpose-built band rooms in The Drive, 
Warley, CM13 3BH and membership is only £1 per week. 
 

If you want your son or daughter to be part of something great in 2021 or have further questions then 
email info@brentwoodyouthband.org.uk   
or visit www.brentwoodyouthband.org.uk Facebook/brentwoodband 

mailto:info@brentwoodyouthband.org.uk
http://www.brentwoodyouthband.org.uk/


Sawyers Hall Lane Steering Group 
Along with the other schools in Sawyers Hall Lane, we have been actively engaging with the Sawyers Hall 
Lane Steering Group which is chaired by Cllr. Lesley Wagland. This group brings together a number of key 
and strategic groups who all have a vested interest in making Sawyers Hall Lane a safer environment for 
pedestrians and vehicle users, as well as looking at ways of promoting more sustainable and 
environmentally friendly modes of transport. 
 

As part of the work being undertaken by this group we have been asked to promote a very short and quick 
feedback survey. The survey has been designed for parents, carers and families and all 6 schools in 
Sawyers Hall Lane are being asked to encourage their school population to complete it. This should 
provide the Steering Group with data on the sort of journeys made to the schools which has not been 
available before, and therefore highlight the sort of initiatives suitable for Sawyers Hall Lane and the wider 
Brentwood area. 
 

The survey runs from Monday 15 March to Friday 26 March 2021. 
 

On Monday we will send you the survey link via Parent Hub and would be very grateful if as many parents 
as possible could access and complete this important piece of work. Thank you for your support. 

  

Lent Eucharist 
Fr. Mark and I would like to invite you to join our school community for our 
Lent Eucharist on Friday 26th March 2021 at 9:30a.m. 
 

As we did for our Preparing for Christmas Eucharist, this service will be live 
streamed via MS Teams for our children in school and Zoom for any parents 
who wish to join us. The invitation link will be sent out via Parent Hub nearer 
the time. 
 

When joining the Eucharist we would ask you to join promptly by 9:30a.m. In order to help us admit you 
from the waiting room we would ask that your camera is turned on, your microphone is on mute and that 
your child’s name and class are displayed. This will help us ensure we are only admitting people who have 
a genuine interest in our act of worship. If it is a name we do not recognise we will not be able to admit you. 
 

I do hope that you will be able to join us for our Lent Eucharist. Regardless of the date of Easter Sunday, 
most of Lent always falls in March. Starting with the penitence and self-denial of Ash Wednesday, things 
could not be more different by the end of Lent when we celebrate our reconciliation with God through 
Christ’s glorious resurrection from the dead.     

 

Finally…. 
I do hope you have all picked up the Parent Hub message sent out yesterday regarding Red Nose Day 
2021 – next Friday, 19th March 2021. As well as being a non-uniform day and a chance to dig out your red 
attire (and your red nose!) there will also be a number of challenges to take part in over the course of the 
day. Please try and gather some sponsorship from family and friends and help raise money for this very 
worthy cause. 
 

This Sunday is Mothering Sunday. An opportunity to say ‘thank you’ to our mums and all those who take 
on mothering duties and responsibilities. Like last year, it is another lockdown Mothering Sunday but 
despite this I hope you are able to make a fuss of your mum and make it a special day. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend – stay safe everyone! 
 
 
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: 
admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 
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