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As we come to the end of Week 3 of the spring term I know many of us continue to be frustrated by the current 
national lockdown restrictions and the resultant reduced school attendance. Most primary schools nationally have 
seen a significant increase in the number of vulnerable children and children of critical keyworkers attending school 
with the average standing at 20% of the school population. We are no exception with an average of 18% attending 
across the week. Like most schools we continue to juggle our blended learning approach as teachers and support 
staff deliver face-to-face teaching to those in school and remote learning through our Google Classroom platform. I 
can only repeat my thanks and admiration for your support from home and can assure you that all staff are working 
flat out to support your children at this difficult time.  
 

It is so important to keep the bigger picture of what we are trying to achieve sharply in focus. Like me, I am sure you 
watch the daily statistics with a mixture of interest and grave concern. Thankfully there are early signs that the 
trends are going in the right direction with infection rates falling, death rates slowly declining and the numbers 
being ‘jabbed’ through the national vaccine programme increasing day by day. The general picture is starting to 
look a little more hopeful and we continue to watch and pray for an easing to this dreadful pandemic.   

 

Lateral Flow Device Testing of Staff 
The Department for Education (DfE) has recently announced that it will start a programme of asymptomatic 
COVID-19 lateral flow device (LFD) testing of all staff in primary schools. LFD tests have been widely and 
successfully used to detect COVID-19 in asymptomatic individuals. No test is perfect, but the speed and 
convenience of LFD tests supports detection of the virus in asymptomatic individuals who would not otherwise be 
tested. 
 

Along with the other protective measures we are taking, testing will allow us to take further measures to help us all 
work in as safe an environment as possible. Up to one in three people who have COVID-19 have the virus without 
symptoms so could be transmitting the virus unknowingly. Tackling the pandemic requires identifying 
asymptomatic, infectious individuals. By testing staff we will help reduce the spread in schools. 
 

Staff will begin taking LFD tests from next week (week commencing 25th January 2021). 
The reason I am sharing this information with you is that it is highly likely that 
asymptomatic staff will be identified and then need to self-isolate as required by law. This 
could mean sudden and unplanned staff absence from school at very short notice. This 
will also result in our staffing structure and rota of staff on site having to remain very fluid 
as and when positive cases are reported. Obviously asymptomatic staff will be able to 
work from home and continue supporting our remote learning offer. Thank you for your 
support and understanding in this matter. 
 

Please note, this is testing of staff NOT children.  

 

Staffing Update 
I am delighted to share with you that from the beginning of the spring term Miss Elizabeth Berner has been 
successfully appointed to the senior leadership team and has taken on the post of Upper School Team Leader. We 
are very pleased to welcome Miss Berner to the school senior leadership team and have every confidence that she 
will bring her experience, enthusiasm and professionalism to this very important role in school. Miss Berner has 
taken on responsibility for leading the Year 5 and Year 6 team and is also able to assist parents with matters relating 
to Upper School. I am sure you will show your support to Miss Berner as she takes on this very important leadership 
role. 
 

Can I also take this opportunity to remind you that the Lower School Team Leader is Mrs Antrobus.  
 
 



Child Protection Policy Addendum 

During this period of restricted school attendance we are required to add an addendum to our existing Child 
Protection Policy to reflect the different ways we are working in order to maintain our safeguarding and child 
protection responsibilities. Our Child Protection Policy Addendum has recenly been approved and this document 
has now been added to the school website and sits alongside the full Child Protection Policy which is already there. 
Please follow the ‘Safeguarding’ tab from the school website for further details.  
 

We have also added our COVID-19 restricted attendance risk assesment and action plan to the school website. 
 

Oak National Academy – Virtual School Library 
Children are now able to access books online free during the enforced closure 
period via an exciting virtual national library. The Oak National Academy in 
partnership with the National Literacy Trust will provide a book a week from its 
author of the week. Every week a popular children’s author or illustrator will 
provide you with free books, exclusive videos and their top three recommended 
books. The aim of the virtual library is to increase young readers’ access to e-
books and audiobooks, particularly the most disadvantaged. 

 

Having access to a school library is really important for children. School libraries nurture a love of reading that can 
enrich children’s literacy skills, academic achievements and mental wellbeing. This virtual school library will ensure 
that children have access to the magical world of stories all year round, whether they are learning at school or at 
home.   
 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 
Holocaust Memorial Day is commemorated on 27th January each year. Since January 2016, St Thomas of Canterbury 
Church of England Junior School has been proud to support and commemorate this event along with other local 
schools through our connection with CFI (Christian Friends of Israel). In previous years this has involved visiting an 
exhibition, listening to guest speakers and welcoming volunteers from the Jewish community who, last year, set up 
and delivered a very informative and moving session on the Holocaust in our school hall. Sadly, this year these face-
to-face sessions are unable to go ahead with many commemorations taking place online.   
 

This year CFI have been busy preparing an online Youtube event which looks very exciting – including film, music, 
art and poetry. It is titled, ‘Light In The Darkness’ and will be premiered on Sunday 24th January 2021 from 7:00-
8:30p.m. After the premiere it will be available at any time for your convenience. 
 

Absence Reporting via Studybugs 
Please remember that whether your child is currently attending school or remote learning from home you must still 
report any sickness absence via Studybugs on every day the child is unwell. We are required to maintain attendance 
registers during this period and need to record children who are unwell and unable to engage with their learning. By 
reporting via Studybugs it will also allow us to let classteachers know that your child may not be completing school 
work or in attendance at the Google Meet sessions. 
 

In addition, if you are a critical keyworker and your child is due to attend but circumstances suddenly change, i.e. 
change of shift pattern, please can you report this via the school office email – admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 
Again this will prevent us having to chase up children that appear to be ‘missing’.  
 

Finally…. 

In normal times this Sunday (24th) January would have seen the school and church community coming together at 
St Thomas of Canterbury Church to celebrate Education Sunday. In the absence of this opportunity to come 
together for this event I would ask you to find a time this weekend when you as an individual or family can find a 
time to pray to give thanks for education, schools, teachers, parents and children. In these very challenging times 
the act of prayer gives us hope for the future. 
 

Have a good weekend and stay safe. 
 

Mr D. Moran – Headteacher 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: 
admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 
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