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Pupil premium strategy statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name St Thomas of 
Canterbury Church of 
England Junior School 

Number of pupils in school  310 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 15.8% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2021-2024 

Date this statement was published 17.12.2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed 17.12.2022 

Statement authorised by The Governing Body 

Pupil Premium Lead Mrs Joanne Watts 
(SENCo) 

Governor / Trustee lead Mr Dean Moran 
(Headteacher) 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £51,110 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £5,655 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this  

£56,765 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

At St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Junior School, pupil premium funding 
sets the achievements of children from disadvantaged backgrounds as a priority within 
our school. We strive to close the attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and 
their peers. This is an important gain for these pupils as often they are more likely to be 
working at a lower attainment than other children and this can impact on their long term 
goals.  
 

Pupil premium children are not all alike and as a school we ensure that we don’t cate-
gorise pupils, by labelling them disadvantaged, but treating every child as an individual 
who has the potential to succeed and attain highly.  This is embodied within our Chris-
tian distinctiveness and vision – “Realising the potential of every child within a caring, 
Christian community.” 
 

Our strategy works towards a three tiered approach that balances approaches to im-
prove quality first teaching, targeted academic support and wider strategies. We 
also recognise that less is more; selecting a small number of priorities and giving them 
the best chance to succeed while ensuring that pupil premium is at the heart of a whole 
school effort, with all staff understanding the strategy and their role within it.  Staff em-
brace research and training to identify the best possible interventions and support to 
ensure pupils thrive and to target closing the gap. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Staff awareness of pupil premium pupils and strategies for success 

when compared to non-disadvantaged. 

2 Lack of fluency in literacy and numeracy. 

3 Limited parental engagement in school and learning resulting in 
reduced homework completion, a lack of readiness for school and, for 
some, reduced ambition. 

4 Low levels of quality presentation in books and homework completion 
for pupil premium pupils. 

5 Attendance of pupil premium pupils is below that of non-pupil premium 
pupils. 
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Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Provide personalised, targeted pastoral 
support for individual pupil premium pupils 
to support their emotional wellbeing in 
order for them to be happy, secure and 
fully engaged in school ( and where 
needed out of school). 

Children will be identified based upon 
SEMH needs and possible external 
agencies support e.g. Kids Inspire. 

Referrals will result in active support or 
therapy for identified children. 

Specific social and emotional support for 
identified disadvantaged individuals and 
their families. 

Children will be engaging with the Zones of 
Regulation approach in order to better self-
regulate their emotions independently. 

The Boxall Profile will be used to look at the 
level of skills available to the children to 
enable access to learning. To support 

children and their families with social and 
emotional well-being. 

Progress in Maths and English; 

Pupil premium learners achieving at least 
in line with, or above national progress 
measures in maths and English at KS2.  

 

Gap between disadvantaged and non-
disadvantaged pupils is 0.0.  

Disadvantaged achieve at least in line with 
national.  

Rigorous testing process in place to identify 
any needs for intervention. 

Effective use of challenges in maths 
lessons. 

Pupil voice shows increased confidence 
and enjoyment in mathematics and English. 

To reduce the impact of social and 
emotional experience of home life on 
attainment and wellbeing of the child 
through increased 
enrichment opportunities.   

100% of children accessing enrichment 
activities and trips to aid real life 
experiences termly.  

Uniformed organisations will be available for 
PP children. 

Subsidised access to Upper School 
residential educational visits, sports/music 
enrichment and swimming. 

Ready to Learn: 

Pupil Premium learners are punctual, 
equipped and ready for school. 

Equipment, such as stationery is provided 
to PP learners where needed.  

Teaching staff are quick to liaise with PP 
lead to ensure that any lack of equipment is 
quickly resolved.  

To ensure attendance for disadvantaged 
children is in-line with non- disadvantaged 
children. 

Attendance will be in line with national non-
disadvantaged pupils at 96.5%. 
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £19,575 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

To ensure quality teaching 
and learning across the 
school to be at least good 
with most outstanding.  

 

“Ensuring an effective teacher is in front of every 
class and that every teacher is supported to keep 

improving is the key ingredient of a successful 
school and should rightly be top priority for any 

pupil premium spend.”  

(Sutton Trust Report, 2011)  

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Quality CPD for all staff 
members through the LA 
and other agencies to sup-
port the academically able 
disadvantaged pupils. 

A report commissioned for the Social Mobility and 
Child Poverty Commission, (Progress made by 

high-attaining children from disadvantaged back-
grounds 2014) found “high-achieving children from 

the most deprived families perform worse than 
lower-achieving students from the least deprived 
families by Key Stage 4.” and therefore they must 

be supported in the primary ages to overcome 
this. 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £27,037  

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

1:1 and small group 
intervention programs 
with HLTA, pupils 
identified and monitored 
by PP Lead and DHT. 

 

1:1 tuition - short, regular sessions 
(about 30 minutes, 3-5 times a week) 
over a set period of time (6-12 weeks) 

appear to result in optimum impact. (+5 
months gain EEF) EEF Teaching and 

Learning Toolkit: one to one tuition 
(30th August 2018) 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

1:1 tuition through 
recovery premium 
funding.  

Evidence also suggests tuition should 
be additional to, but explicitly linked 

with, normal teaching, and that 
teachers should monitor progress to 

ensure the tutoring is beneficial. 

1, 2, 5 
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Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £10,153 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

All year groups provide 
family learning 
opportunities to 
empower parents 
with the skills and 
confidence to support 
their child’s learning and 
development.  

A study by Professor Charles Deforges 
for the DfE found that the most 

important finding is that parental 
involvement in the form of ‘at-home 

good parenting’ has a significant 
positive effect on children’s 

achievement and adjustment even after 
all other factors shaping attainment 

have been taken out of the equation. In 
the primary age range the impact 

caused by different levels of parental 
involvement is much bigger than 

differences associated with variations in 
the quality of schools. The scale of the 

impact is evident across all social 
classes and all ethnic groups. 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Attendance team 
(School Office) to 
monitor and support 
pupil premium families 
to improve attendance, 
punctuality and 
readiness to learn 
including persistent 
absentees. 

  

EEF report (2015) states that pupils 
need to be in school to learn and 

achieve and that there is a direct link 
between pupil achievement at KS2 and 

KS4. Pupils with no absence are 1.6 
times more likely to achieve age related 

expectation (ARE) or above, and 4.7 
times more likely to achieve greater 

depth (GD) or above, than pupils that 
missed 15-20 percent of all sessions. 

1, 5 

Specific social and 
emotional support for 
identified disadvantaged 
individuals and their 
families post lockdown. 

Social and emotional interventions have 
an identifiable and valued impact on 

attitudes to learning and social 
relationships in school. They have an 
average overall impact of four months 

additional progress on attainment. 

1 ,2, 3, 5 

 

Total budgeted cost: £19,575 + £27,037 + £10,153 = £56,765 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year.  

 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent school closure period (January – 

March 2021) it has not been possible to review progress in full towards our aims. 

PPG Data Progress 2020-2021 

Steps made across the academic year 2020-2021 

Year Group 6 

Number of Pupils 10 

Subject All Non-PPG PPG 

Reading 6.7 6.6 7.5 

Writing 7.1 7.1 7.6 

Maths 6.4 6.2 7.7 

 

Steps made across the academic year 2020-2021 

Year Group 5 

Number of Pupils 9 

Subject All Non-PPG PPG 

Reading 5.5 5.6 5.2 

Writing 6.1 6.1 6.4 

Maths 6.1 6.2 5.9 

 

Steps made across the academic year 2020-2021 

Year Group 4 

Number of Pupils 13 

Subject All Non-PPG PPG 

Reading 6.1 6.2 5.9 

Writing 6.9 7.0 7.0 

Maths 6.6 6.4 7.2 

 

Steps made across the academic year 2020-2021 

Year Group 3 

Number of Pupils 11 

Subject All Non-PPG PPG 

Reading 6.7 6.6 7.6 

Writing 6.6 6.8 5.7 

Maths 6.0 6.1 5.8 
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Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

Mental health and trauma recovery 
support for children, young people and 
their families. 

Kids Inspire (www.kidsinspire.org.uk)  

Talk Boost  http://ican.org.uk  

The Boxall Profile  Nurture UK 

Lexia (Core 5) www.lexialearning.com  

Service pupil premium funding (optional) 

For schools that receive this funding, you may wish to provide the following information:  

Measure Details  

How did you spend your service pupil 
premium allocation last academic year? 

N/A 

What was the impact of that spending on 
service pupil premium eligible pupils? 

N/A 

 

 

http://www.kidsinspire.org.uk/
http://ican.org.uk/
http://www.lexialearning.com/
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Further information (optional) 

Use this space to provide any further information about your pupil premium strategy. 

For example, about your strategy planning, or other activity that you are implementing 

to support disadvantaged pupils, that is not dependent on pupil premium or recovery 

premium funding. 

We recognise that not all pupils who are socially disadvantaged are registered or 

qualify for free school meals, thus generating PPG status. We reserve the right to 

allocate Pupil Premium Grant funding to support any pupil or groups of pupils the 

school legitimately identifies as being socially disadvantaged.  

A large proportion of any targeted group will be made up of FSM pupils. 

 

 


