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Last weekend was a very challenging period as over the course of the two days we 
sadly had two more confirmed positive COVID-19 cases leading to two more class 
bubbles needing to self-isolate. On Wednesday, Mrs Pritchard’s class (4P) were also 
asked to self-isolate. This week we now have Miss Blake’s class (3B), Miss Berner’s 
class (5B) and Mrs Pritchard’s class (4P) at home and engaging with our remote 
learning through Google Classroom. I am well aware that remote learning is no 
substitute for face-to-face learning and the richness of the classroom experience, 
but at this time we are trying our very best to provide meaningful lessons albeit 
from afar. On a more positive note, we were able to welcome back Mrs Sprake’s 
class (5S) on Monday as their period of self-isolation came to an end – it was lovely 
to welcome the children and adults back to our school community! 

 

I am aware that many parents are worried and nervous about further positive cases that may be experienced before 
the end of term and the impact this will have on family Christmas arrangements and the ability to see and visit 
family members and loved ones. The Department for Education (DfE) and Local Authority continue to make it very 
clear that all schools remain open and operational and children are expected to attend school up to and including 
the last day of term (Friday 18th December). If your child does not attend school next week, other than for valid 
medical or health protection reasons, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised on their attendance certificate. 
We will also not be able to set home learning for unauthorised absences. Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 

At long last we approach the conclusion of a very challenging and tiring, yet rewarding autumn term. Next Friday 
(18th) we will come together ‘virtually’ as a school community in fellowship to celebrate our ‘Preparing for Christmas’ 
Eucharists with Fr. Mark (details to follow). We do hope many of you will be able to join us online in this special act 
of collective worship.   
 

The celebration of Christmas brings much anticipation and joy at this time of year – which this year is perhaps 
needed more than ever! In school we have been focusing very much on the true meaning of Christmas during our 
journey through Advent focusing on the qualities of hope, peace, love and joy. I do hope that many of you will be 
celebrating Christmas and the incarnation of Christ by attending church on Christmas Day, either in person or 
online. At the end of this newsletter there are further details about services taking place at St. Thomas of 
Canterbury Church.  
 

As always the staff and I have been overwhelmed by your Christmas messages, cards, gifts and presents. You have 
been very generous and we would all like to thank you for your kindness and consideration.  
 

On behalf of all the staff at St. Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Junior School may I wish you and your 
families a very happy, safe and Christ-filled Christmas and a wonderful start to 2021! I hope you get a chance to 
reflect on the true meaning of Christmas amongst the festive preparations and rejoice at the birth of Jesus Christ.  
 

Staffing Update 
I am delighted that we have been able to add further personnel to our Midday Assistant (MDA) team that do a 
fantastic job at lunchtime. Lunchtime is a busy period in the school day which has been further complicated by the 
arrangement of class bubbles and our inability to eat in the hall at present. The MDA team, overseen by Mrs Dansey 
(Senior MDA) do a wonderful job and take their responsibilities for the care and welfare of your children very 
seriously. 
 

Mrs Kelly Gowers and Miss Julie Morrison will both join the MDA team after Christmas. I am sure you will join me 
in welcoming them to the staff of St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Junior School and wish them every 
success in their new roles.   

  

 



 
COVID-19 Contact Tracing – Christmas Period 
The Essex Contact Tracing Team and Essex Local Authority have recommended that 
all schools ensure staff, parents and carers are made aware of the following 
information and relevant arrangements regarding positive cases in the Christmas 
holidays: 

 Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms 
more than 48 hours since being in school (i.e. Monday 21st December), the school should not be 
contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and 
Trace. 

 For the first 6 days after teaching ends (18th December 2020), if a pupil or staff member tests positive for 
coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, i.e. Friday 18th 
December, the school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the 
individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 

 If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 within 48 hours of being in school (18th December 2020) 
you must seek a test for your child and the household must isolate at home until the test result is 
returned. The quickest way to obtain a test is to book a test at your local testing centre via 
http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. Please do not use postal tests unless absolutely necessary as 
these take longer.  

 School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 6 days after the 
final day of teaching. Where a schools last teaching day is on Friday 18th December, there should be no 
pupil contact tracing asks beyond Thursday 24th December 2020. 

If you do need to report a positive test outcome within the timescales above then please ensure you send this 
promptly to our school email address at – admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk  

In the same way, if your child is going to be self-isolating which will delay their return to school on Monday 4th 
January 2021 you must inform the school so we are aware of your child’s whereabouts in the new spring term. 

Essex Library Service – Winter Reading Challenge 
Essex Library Services are hosting a Winter Reading Challenge to encourage the 
love of reading. Very much like the Reading Agency’s Summer Reading Challenge, 
Essex Library Services are providing large bookmarks which will be stamped for 
each book the child reads. The aim is to read 6 books over the winter period. This 
year’s theme is the ‘Animals of Snowy Wood’ where Connie the fox and her 
friends will help Fraser the squirrel to get a good night’s sleep. Please encourage 
your children to collect their bookmarks from your local Essex library and fall in 
love with reading again this winter.  
For further details follow: https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/the-winter-reading-challenge-is-here/  
 

What is Prayer? 
Perhaps this year more than ever, we have been turning to prayer as 2020 has been a year dominated by the 
Coronavirus pandemic and the impact it has had on our lives, families and community. In times of trouble and great 
challenge we turn to our faith and our ability to pray to ask God for protection, reassurance and often intervention. 
As a school family we pride ourselves on being a prayerful community with prayer at the heart of what we do each 
and every day. But what is prayer? 
 

Next week we will be distributing the “What is prayer?” pocket-sized cards to your children. These cards, written by 
Stephen Cottrell the now Archbishop of York (formerly Bishop of Chelmsford), are a short guide introducing prayer 
as listening, talking and wondering, with a simple four-step framework for prayer.  
 

Please do spend some time exploring these with your children. Children in Year 3 will not be bringing this card home 
as they have previously been distributed in your welcome and induction packs in the summer term prior to starting 
in the Junior School. 
 
 
 

http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/the-winter-reading-challenge-is-here/


REMINDER: Christmas Party Day – Friday 18th December  

As in previous years the children will be holding their class parties which will take place on the afternoon of Friday 
18th December. This is a great opportunity for the children to celebrate the festive season with their classteacher 
and friends in their class bubbles. It is also a nice way to unwind at the end of a very busy term! Due to a very busy 
school diary the parties are taking place on the same day as the school Christmas Eucharists. The children will need 
to come to school in their normal school uniform but will be allowed to change at lunchtime into their party clothes 
(non-uniform). Please send your child’s change of clothes in a named carrier bag. The children must wear ‘sensible’ 
casual clothes that will allow them to take part in the normal school day routines as well as enjoy the special 
activities in their classes. There is no charge for this event. It goes without saying but normal school rules still 
apply! We do not allow the children to dye their hair, wear make up or jewellery.  
As in previous years’, the PTA have very kindly given each classteacher £1 per child towards these parties and 
games – THANK YOU! 
 

St Thomas of Canterbury Church – Advent & Christmas 
Fr. Mark warmly invites you and your family to celebrate Advent and Christmas at St Thomas of Canterbury Church. 
Over the Christmas period there are a number of services taking place at St. Thomas’. Please take a look at the 
church website for further details – www.st-thomas.org.uk  
Please remember the usual precautions when visiting the church – use the hand sanitiser, wear a mask and keep 2 
metres apart from other households. Due to these restrictions capacity may be limited. 
 

These include: 
 

 Sunday 20th December (Advent 4) - 8:00a.m. Mass 

- 10:00a.m. Sung Mass 

- 6:00p.m. Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

 Christmas Eve – 11:30p.m. Midnight Mass 
 

 Christmas Day – 8:00a.m. Mass 

  -10:00a.m. Sung Mass 

 

School Development & Recovery Plan 2020-2022 
The Governing Body of St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Junior School have now approved our School 
Development & Recovery Plan 2020-2022. This document sets out our key priorities and objectives for the next two 
years and also factors in our recovery from COVID-19 and enforced school closures in the spring and summer term 
last academic year. 
 

The SDP is formulated as a result of our reflections and response to our Ofsted inspection (September 2017), our 
SIAMS inspection (October 2017), external moderation and quality assurance exercises as well as rigorous and 
regular internal monitoring, evaluation and review of standards and achievement. We have also given deep 
consideration to our school Christian values and Christian distinctiveness.  
 

The School Development & Recovery Plan can be viewed via our school website and is available from the home 
page in the ‘Quick Links’ box. 
 

Finally…. 
On Thursday we are all looking forward to tucking in to our school Christmas dinner prepared by Mrs Orford 
(Assistant Catering Manager) and her team. Please remember that on this day (17th December) we are asking the 
children and staff to wear their Christmas jumpers to get in to the festive spirit!! School uniform does not need to be 
worn on this day.  
 
Remember…When we return after Christmas on Monday 4th January 2021 the new menus will start on a two week 
rolling basis. If you have not yet returned your menu choices due to unforeseen circumstances then you must do this 
at the absolute latest by Monday 14th December 2020. After this date we will no longer accept menu choices and 
you will have to provide your child with a packed lunch.  
 

Thanks to your generosity we were able to send off 118 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes in support of the 
Samaritan’s Purse. This is 25 more boxes than last year which, given the challenging times we find ourselves in, is a 
fantasic achievement – well done everyone! I am sure they will bring great joy to the children who receive them on 
Christmas Day. Thank you for your support. 

http://www.st-thomas.org.uk/


 
Despite having three separate, single cases of COVID-19 this week I would like to reassure you that our risk 
assessment and associated systems of control are very much still in place and are there to protect your children and 
our staff. All our cases to date are traceable back to external contact outside of the school and transmission appears 
not to be within our own school community. Of the bubbles we have closed and asked to self-isolate no further 
positive cases have been reported. 
 

I would strongly encourage you to adhere to social distancing and all COVID-19 social mixing guidance for the 
remainder of this term to reduce the risk of transmission of the virus as the last thing we want is anyone being 
unwell or required to self-isolate over the Christmas holiday period. 
 

Wishing you all a safe, healthy and happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A child is born to us! 
A son is given to us! 

And he will be called, “Wonderful Counsellor”, 
“Mighty God”, “Eternal Father”, 

“Prince of Peace”. 
 (Isaiah 9:6) 

 
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: 
admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 
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