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Sadly, but perhaps inevitably, we experienced our first positive COVID-19 case within school this week impacting  
on a Year 5 class bubble. As worrying and potentially upsetting as this is we have done incredibly well as a school 
community to get through 11 weeks of this academic year unscathed. I think this is testament to the systems of 
control and protective measures we have in place and our robust COVID secure risk assessment. I am sure you will 
all join me in praying for Mrs Sprake’s class (5S) as they complete their period of self-isolation at home and engage 
with our home learning through Google Classroom. I would also ask you to pray for the adults that have also had to 
self-isolate. We wish them continued good health and look forward to their return on Monday 7th December 2020. 
Fortunately as we operate class bubbles and not year group bubbles our numbers self-isolating are much smaller 
and I would like to reassure you that we have followed stringently the advice and guidance from Public Health 
England and Essex Contact Tracing Team. Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 On a more uplifting note, this Sunday we begin the season of Advent and I’m sure you 
will all be enjoying the daily ritual of opening the door on your Advent calendars or 
lighting your Advent candles. The count down now begins not only to the end of a busy 
and challenging autumn term but to Christmas itself. At this time of year it is important to 
be reminded of the gift of giving rather than receiving. As we are reminded in Acts 20:35 
“Remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’” Very often at this busy time of year it is hard to remain focused on the true 
meaning of Christmas; God giving us the ultimate gift of His son Jesus Christ. As much as 
we enjoy receiving Christmas presents let us also experience great joy in the gift of giving.  
  

This gift of giving has certainly been in evidence in school over the course of this term. Once again we have had a 
fantastic response to Operation Christmas Child and the shoebox appeal. This also coincided with our fundraising 
activities for the annual Children in Need appeal. Thanks to your generosity we managed to raise £1040.72 which 
bearing in mind the way we had to adapt to COVID restrictions is quite amazing! Congratulations and thank you to 
Class 6P and all those who helped organise and support this event. 
 

The current national lockdown ends next week and we return to a tier system with Essex being in Tier 2 (High Alert). 
Please ensure you continue to follow the advice and guidance and work together to keep everyone safe.  

  

Sawyers Hall Lane   
Hopefully you will have received a Parent Hub message this morning containing a letter from Clare Kershaw, 
Director of Education in Essex. This letter highlights some important changes to the parking and pavements in 
Sawyers Hall Lane which will come in to effect next week (30th November 2020). Over recent weeks all the schools 
in Sawyers Hall Lane have been engaging in the Sawyers Hall Lane Steering Group to discuss and explore the 
challenges in our area. Even in pre-COVID times parking, traffic and pedestrian safety have been high on our 
agenda but with the need for staggered start/finish times and social distancing this has become even more acutely 
important.  
 

I am very aware that this action by Essex Highways and South Essex Parking Partnership will 
bring mixed emotions. It is our understanding from converations and discussions at the 
Steering Group that these measures are temporary and in response to concerns around lack 
of safe space for pedestrians and the need to promote social distancing. Separately there are 
ongoing discussions to look at long term solutions to making Sawyers Hall Lane safer for all. 
Please can I ask you to support this change and if you drive and park in Sawyers Hall Lane can 
you do so legally and responsibly. These new restrictions will be enforced by the Parking 
Partnership Civil Enforcement Officers and will carry a penalty if breached.  
 
 



Entry to School 
Some of you may have noticed that we have improved our site security measures to enable us to control who has 
access to the school site during the day. In this way we can safeguard your children and monitor our visitors to the 
school site ensuring that people are only on site that have a legitimate need to be here. 
 

The main changes are to our pedestrian gate, which is the one you and your children use to enter school each 
morning. After the school drop off this gate is now locked and operated via a new intercom system that connects to 
the School Office. Situated on the fence post to the left of this gate is a buzzer system allowing you to contact the 
Junior School Office or the Infant School Office. Please can we ask all pedestrian visitors to use this intercom and 
NOT the one for the car park barrier. If you are visiting the Junior School please enter via our pedestrian gate and 
not the Infant School gate. Although both entrances have call buttons for each school we are trying to encourage all 
parents to enter via the correct gate. If you contact us via the Infant School gate we will ask you to walk down to the 
Junior School gate so we can see and verify who is entering. 
 

On leaving the premises we ask you to leave by the same gate. As you approach the gate there is a green exit 
release button situated on top of the fence post on the right hand side. You will need to press this release button 
and then pull the right hand gate towards you – they are not automatic!  
 

Black Friday 

 

 

Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumpers 

The Junior School Christmas dinner will be served on Thursday 17th December 2020. Unfortunately we are unable 
to have the normal traditional meal with turkey and all the trimmings but our wonderful catering staff have come up 
with a seasonal COVID-19 safe menu for us to enjoy in our classrooms. I am sure this will still be a wonderful festive 
treat! 
 

Menu 

 Roast Turkey Sandwich (Cheese or Tuna Wrap for vegetarians) 

 Pigs in blankets (Quorn dippers for vegetarians) 

 Tortilla Crisps 

 Stuffing balls 

 Christmas crinkle cookie 
 

If your child has opted for a school dinner on this day they will receive the Christmas meal. The usual menu for this 
day will NOT apply. If your child normally has a packed lunch but would like the Christmas dinner on this date you 
will need to arrange for payment via ParentPay and inform the School Office by Friday 4th December. 
 

Once again the Infant and Junior School will be having their Christmas meal on the same day! I am sure you will hear 
all about our Christmas meal and I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Turner (Catering Manager) and 
her team for all their hard work in producing such lovely meals each and every day.   
 

On the day of the Christmas meal we are encouraging all our children and staff to dig out their Christmas jumpers to 
get in the festive spirit. School uniform does not need to be worn on this day.  

Black Friday is today! This is a reminder that the 'Black Friday' periods sees the highest number of emails flying 
across the ether than at any other time of year. This means that not only are there millions of legitimate emails, but 
the scammers also send out their flurries too. 
 

We are all vulnerable, but children, perhaps teenagers especially might be 'secretly' buying presents online for the 
first time. Reminders about safe buying online would be very timely. 
 

The National Cybersecurity Centre has a Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS) where you can send emails you 
are concerned about. The message might be from a company you don’t normally receive communications from, or 
someone you do not know. You may just have a hunch. If you are suspicious, you should report it. Your report of a 
phishing email will help us to act quickly, protecting many more people from being affected. 
 

Just forward the email to: report@phishing.gov.uk 
 

You can find more advice about online security here: 
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/section/information-for/individuals-families 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/section/information-for/individuals-families


Christmas Postbox  
I am sure many of your children will have already been busy writing Christmas cards for 
their friends, teachers and other staff at school. As the lockdown continues it might be a 
good distraction and activity to do this weekend! This year, owing to ongoing restrictions, 
our Christmas postbox will be administered in a slightly different way. Please see below! 
 

We are pleased to say that the Christmas Postbox is still going ahead this year, but it will be 

slightly different to keep everyone safe.   

Each class will have their own post box to post their cards into for anyone in the school. The 

first collection of cards will be on Tuesday 1st of December. After this, the cards will be 

collected on a Monday and Friday; please leave your post boxes in the designated Upper 

School and Lower School areas by 1pm. Please note, you can still bring your cards in on any 

day of the week but the post boxes will not be collected until these days.   

Delivery days will be on a Monday and Thursday – this gives us enough time to quarantine the post before it is 

touched by other people!  

It is more important than ever to make sure you put the child’s full name (Christian & surname) and class on the 

envelope. Unfortunately, if you don’t put the class number on the envelope, your post will not be delivered.  

The last collection before Christmas will be on Friday 11th December, so please get your cards in quickly as you only 

have just under two weeks to post them.  

From the Postal Elves   

 

 Christmas Party Day – Friday 18th December  

As in previous years the children will be holding their class parties which will take place on the afternoon of Friday 
18th December. This is a great opportunity for the children to celebrate the festive season with their classteacher 
and friends. It is also a nice way to unwind at the end of a very busy term! Due to a very busy school diary the parties 
are taking place on the same day as the school Christmas Eucharist. The children will need to come to school in their 
normal school uniform but will be allowed to change at lunchtime into their party clothes (non-uniform). Please 
send your child’s change of clothes in a named carrier bag. The children must wear ‘sensible’ casual clothes that will 
allow them to take part in the normal school day routines as well as enjoy the special activities in their classes. There 
is no charge for this event. It goes without saying but normal school rules still apply! We do not allow the 
children to dye their hair, wear make up or jewellery. 
 

Christmas Eucharist 
We very much hope you will be able to take the time to celebrate the real meaning of Christmas with us this year. 
Fr. Mark and I have been discussing how we can bring our school community and parent community together at the 
end of term to share a virtual Christmas Eucharist. Our plan is to hold a small socially distanced Eucharist in the 
school hall with a small number of children from one class bubble whilst streaming this back to our classrooms via 
Microsoft Teams and at the same time streaming to our parent community via a different device on Zoom. It all 
sounds very technical but we think we can get it to work….famous last words!? 
 

Over the next few weeks we will finalise these plans and look to send you out an invite so you can join us on Friday 
18th December at 10:30a.m.  
 

Supporting Children’s Mental Health 
We know that as the COVID pandemic and national restrictions continue, some children and young people’s mental 
health and wellbeing is likely to be affected as they continue to adapt to changes to their normal routines. I’d like to 
remind you that ECC’s Every Family Matters campaign is still running with the aim of sign-posting children young 
people, parents and carers to local and national support.  
 

This support is for key areas including children’s mental health, keeping children safe, social distancing and young 
people, and help for vulnerable families. Please find out more about the support available by visiting the Staying 
Well Children and Families page.   

 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.gov.uk%2Fstaying-well%2520%3Futm_medium%3Dclare%2520kershaw%2520update%26utm_campaign%3Dcovid19%2520cyp%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_content%3D%26utm_term%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0c72ae9f3991449d193408d88f93f900%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637417214256257503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2B3yWM6qBWBMbGgAi%2F%2F2EGuZZtVTyRuc4txdKX3QtD0I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.gov.uk%2Fstaying-well%2520%3Futm_medium%3Dclare%2520kershaw%2520update%26utm_campaign%3Dcovid19%2520cyp%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_content%3D%26utm_term%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0c72ae9f3991449d193408d88f93f900%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637417214256257503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2B3yWM6qBWBMbGgAi%2F%2F2EGuZZtVTyRuc4txdKX3QtD0I%3D&reserved=0


Finally….. 
Over the weekend a small army of people from St Thomas of Canterbury Church will be preparing an Advent pack 
for all our families and young people. The majority of these will be distributed via the Infant and Junior School. We 
are expecting delivery of these on Monday and will be distributing these to you via your children on Wednesday, 
following a period of quarantine. The bags will contain an activity advent calendar, some colouring and activity 
pages and an invite to St Thomas of Canterbury Church alternative Christingle arrangements on Christmas Eve!  
 

Thank you for your continued support and I hope we can bring the end of term to a successful conclusion before we 
all enjoy a well deserved break! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

