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“We Will Remember Them.” This year these words said on Remembrance Sunday 
and at Armistice Day commemorations this week seem so much more poignant 
than normal. It is so important to remember the servicemen and women who have 
been injured or fallen and made the ultimate sacrifice in wars and conflicts both 
now and in the past. This also includes all those families who have been affected by 
war; men, women and children. But this year we need to remember the individuals 
who have lost their lives to this awful COVID-19 pandemic. This week the UK 
reached the grim milestone of over 50,000 people dying of COVID-19. Each one of 
these deaths is tragic having a devastating impact on homes, families, communities 
and our nation. We continue to see this battle with an unseen enemy raging on but 
there has been a glimmer of hope, as we learn that a vaccine could be on the 
horizon. At a time when darkness appears to be all around us it is so important that 
we cling on to the light of Jesus Christ. Let us be nourished by our faith; “To have 
faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain of the things we cannot see.” 
Hebrews 11: 1  

 

The school has been ‘Spotacular’ today and it has been wonderful to do something almost ‘normal’! Now a firm 
annual fixture in our school calendar the children and staff have spent the day taking part in a range of activities in 
support of the wonderful work carried out by Children in Need. My thanks to Miss Pullin and Class 6P for organising 
a COVID safe event and arranging a whole host of activities and events which have been accessed via our class 
bubbles. It has been wonderful to see all the children taking part and enjoying the day. I am sure we will have raised 
a good amount of money for this very worthy cause and once it’s all been counted we’ll let you know how much we 
raised.  
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to send in a shoebox for the Operation Christmas Child appeal. I have 
witnessed a growing number being carried into school and carefully stored in the corridor just outside my office. I 
have resisted the temptation to count them but I would like to thank you for your generous donations on behalf of 
our school. This year the shoeboxes are being collected slightly later than normal so it is not too late to bring yours 
in if you haven’t had time to fill one. I am sure these shoeboxes will bring great joy to the children who receive them 
on Christmas Day. Thank you for your support. 
 

As always there are a number of important reminders in this newsletter regarding up and coming events and I hope 
you will respond to them accordingly. Please remember that most of the correspondence we send out to you is 
always freely accessible from the school website, so if you think you may have missed a letter or it does not arrive 
safely home with your child, please visit www.stthomasjnr.org or check your Parent Hub channels.    
  

COVID-19 Secure Environment  
It is now more important than ever that we keep our school as COVID secure as we can in line with our risk 
assessment and protective measures and systems of control. This week we were reminded once again by Clare 
Kershaw, Director of Education for Essex that parental visits to schools and education settings must only take place 
when absolutely necessary. This is a policy which we are strictly adhering to and I would remind our parent 
community that no-one should be entering the school site or building unless this has been sanctioned by the school. 
 

We are starting to see an increasing number of parents arriving at various times during the school day to pass on 
messages, drop off waterbottles and lunchboxes and these visits are potentially endangering our staff and children. 
Please can I respectfully remind you that if you think you need to visit the school then please contact the School 
Office in the first instance (email or telephone) to see if this is necessary. The School Office staff will be able to 
advise you if you need to attend and the best time to do so. Very often we may ask you to wait at the pedestrian 
gate on Sawyers Hall Lane and a member of staff will come to you. This is also the case when you may be collecting 
children early for approved apointments during the school day. If you are arriving to collect or drop something off at 
the school then please use the car park barrier Junior intercom to speak to the School Office. This will alert our 
attention and help us deal with your enquiry. 

http://www.stthomasjnr.org/


 

I fully appreciate that this approach may feel ‘unfriendly’ but at this current time our priority is on safety and 
continuing to keep the school fully operational. Sadly, we are hearing of more and more schools that are subject to 
full closures due to COVID related illnesses. 
 

Parents’ Evening – Thank You! 
Thank you to all those parents and carers who attended our first virtual 
parents’ evening last week.  This was certainly a new format and 
experience for us all and I am pleased to say that the overwhelming 
feedback and evaluation we have received from both parents and teachers 
is that it was a resounding success. That said, we are aware that some 
people experienced technical difficulties and connectivity issues. Where 
this was the case we tried our very best to rearrange appointments later in 
the week. I am also aware that some of you were able to undertake 

parents’ evening via the telephone. However we managed to catch up with you for parents’ evening we would like 
to thank you for your support and encouragement at this challenging time for us all. I hope you found your 
appointments useful and rewarding and a chance to celebrate the hardwork of your children. 
 

Moving forward, none of us are quite sure what the future holds. We are hoping that by the spring term parents’ 
evening dates some normal services will be able to resume. This would allow us to meet face-to-face once again. 
However, many parents have commented how much easier the virtual appointments are in terms of relieving 
pressure on child care, maintaining greater confidentiality and not having to come out on cold, November evenings. 
We will be taking all these aspects in to consideration and may look to use a mixture of both face-to-face and virtual 
appoinments going forward. Thank you once again for your continued support and trust. 
 

Year 2-3 Admissions for September 2021 
The process for Year 2 to Year 3 transfers for Year 3 admissions into junior schools for September 2021 requires that 
parents of current Year 2 children at an infant school need to make a formal application to the Local Authority and 
can do this via their website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 
 

The junior admissions round opened on 9th November 2020, for parents of children to apply for a junior school 
(Year 3) place for September 2021.  
 

The statutory national closing date for applications is 15th January 2021. 
 
I have written separately to all the parents of children currently in Year 2 of the Infant School this week explaining 
the importance of making this application through the Local Authority. However, if you know of parents who are in 
this position please can you remind them of the importance of making this application before the deadline. 
 

School Closures 
With the continued threat of full and partial school closures from COVID-19 it is worth 

remembering that there are other factors that can lead to a school being closed. I never 

like to use the ‘s’ word but as we move further through the autumn and closer to winter we 

need to talk about snow!! At this time of year we must be realistic and be prepared for the 

onset of winter and the colder weather it will inevitably bring and our response to snow 

which may enforce a school closure. A few years ago we were informed (and we 

communicated this to you via our newsletter) that the local radio stations will no longer be 

announcing or publicising via their websites the school closures lists. Instead Essex County 

Council will be continuing to use a new notification system to schools. Schools are now 

able to complete a short notification either on the day or the day before the closure via the 

secure access area on ESI. Once the notification is submitted a live feed will appear on the 

Essex.gov website (www.essex.gov.uk) so parents can stay informed. Closure lists on the Essex website will 

constantly update as and when notifications are received. Closure lists for the next day will go live the night before 

so parents can plan ahead. Once again we are being requested to direct parents to check the Essex County Council 

website for closure information. In addition, we will continue to use other means such as our Parent Hub service and 

our school website to inform parents of closures. 

 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/


Coats! 
With the colder weather now starting to appear I would like to give a general reminder about 
coats. Rather worryingly we still have a growing number of children who seem to come to 
school without a coat. Many of you may arrive by car in the morning but the children still 
need a coat in school to wear at morning break and lunchtime. Please ensure your child has a 
coat in school every day and that it is clearly named. The staff are constantly reminding 
children to put their coats on during the day and we hope by wrapping up we can prevent 
coughs and colds developing. Thank you. 
 

Parent Governor Election Result  
Thank you to all those parents who cast their vote in our Parent Governor election which closed at 12 noon on 
Monday. I am pleased to report that all the votes have been counted and checked and we are now in a position to 
share the outcome. 
 

I am delighted to inform you that Mr Paul Donaghy has been duly elected as your new 
Parent Governor representative on the Governing Body. I have written to Mr Donaghy to 
congratulate him on his new post and welcome him to the Governing Body. I am sure you 
will join me in congratulating him and showing your appreciation for the time, dedication 
and commitment that comes with this position of responsibility. I am confident that Mr 
Donaghy will make a positive and valuable addition to our Governing Body! He will join Mrs 
Farah Halabi who together make up the two Parent Governor representatives. 

 
Mr Donaghy will now be invited to attend the next Full Governing Body meeting at the end of November to take up 
his post and be allocated to our committee structure as well as other roles and responsibilities. I would also like to 
thank Mrs Cansell for standing as a candidate in this election.  
 

Finally….  

The School Office continue to spend an increasing amount of time each week chasing parents who are in arrears 
with their school dinner payments. Please can I remind you, once again, that the school does not offer credit and all 
school dinners must be paid for in advance. Please ensure your Parent Pay accounts are kept up to date and in 
credit. For parents who persistently fall into arrears we may ask you to start providing packed lunches for your 
children to eat at lunch time. If you feel you may be eligible for free school meals then please see the information on 
our school website or speak to Mrs Lawrence in the School Office. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and have a good weekend. 
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 

 

 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

