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The autumnal weather is certainly now settling in and I hope the recent wind and 
rain hasn’t dampened your spirits too much? Although it might sound obvious, 
please ensure your child arrives at school with a coat as the frequent sharp 
showers have a habit of arriving at drop off and pick up time. I am aware that 
some children may arrive via car, especially on wet mornings, but they still need a 
coat to prevent them from getting wet. I am pleased to report that attendance 
continues to be very good as it has throughout this half term and your children are 
working exceptionally hard alongside their classteachers. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that we are still collecting harvest produce and items for 
the Brentwood Foodbank and very much rely on your support to ensure we have a generous amount to 
donate. At present we have a growing but modest amount of food items in each class and would urge you 
to try and pop a few extra items in your shopping basket or trolley. We will continue collecting harvest 
donations up until the end of this half term (22nd October). So if you have not yet donated – it’s not too late!! 
 

You may have noticed on our ‘Dates for the Diary’ sheet which we sent out earlier this term that Parents’ 
Evening is fast approaching and will take place after half term in the week commencing 2nd November 
2020. Due to the continued restrictions and systems of control we are adhering to in school we will be 
undertaking these in a completely new way to ensure the safety of our staff and the wider parent 
community. Please read the information below carefully. We are committed to ensuring this extremely 
valuable opportunity goes ahead and thank you for your support and understanding as we try to explore 
safe, alternative options. 
 

Parents’ Evening 2020 
Due to the continued health protection measures and systems of control we are implementing in school to 
keep our school and wider community safe we are unable to hold face to face Parents’ Evening meetings 
after half term as originally planned. It is with regret that we have had to make this decision but in the 
current climate where social distancing is such an important element of preventing the transmission of 
COVID-19 we cannot have a situation where we are bringing large numbers of adults together, increasing 
contacts and potentially undoing the robust work of our risk assessment process so far this academic year. 
 

However, I am excited to inform you that we will be going ahead with virtual video appointments for 
Parents’ Evening using a purpose built platform provided by SchoolCloud. Next week we will be sending 
out further details about how this will work and how you go about booking video appointments with your 
child’s classteacher. Appointments will be available on Monday 2nd November, Tuesday 3rd November, 
Wednesday 4th November and Thursday 5th November between 4:00p.m. and 5:30p.m. The appointments 
will be kept strictly to 10 minutes per child. 
 

You will be sent instructions about how to book and log in to these video appointments where you will be 
able to see and speak to your child’s classteacher to discuss how they have settled back in to school, their 
progress so far, any gaps that are apparent in their learning and how we can work together to best support 
their curriculum recovery over the course of this academic year. As well as your child’s classteacher there 
will also be an opportunity for those children supported through our special educational needs (SEND) 
provision to meet with Mrs Moran our SENCo. Please note that Mrs Moran will only be available for 
appointments on Wednesday 4th November. One Plan review meetings will be scheduled separately. 
 

As with our face to face appointments children must not attend these 
virtual video meetings as it is important that they are conducted in a 
professional manner and parents and classteachers can have 
discussions without interruptions and maximise the limited time. The 
meeting should be conducted in a quiet environment free from 
distraction. 

 



Having seen a demonstration of this platform from SchoolCloud we are confident that this will facilitate 
productive Parents’ Evening appointments to go ahead and also ensure a smooth and efficient booking 
system. If for any reason you are unable to access the video appointments on offer I would ask you to 
contact the School Office so we can discuss an alternative option.  
 

Midday Assistant Vacancy 
We still require a Midday Assistant (MDA) to join our fantastic team of existing MDAs! We currently have a 
vacancy for this role in school to assist in the care and welfare of the children during the lunchtime period. 
The hours are 11:55a.m. – 1:15p.m. Monday to Friday. No previous experience is necessary and training 
will be provided. Any successful applicants will be subject to pre-employment checks including a DBS 
disclosure. If you are interested in this opportunity and becoming part of our fantastic MDA team or would 
like to find out more information please give your details to the School Office. We will then arrange for an 
application pack to be sent to you with further details. 

 

PTA AGM – Reminder 
At this time of year the PTA are obliged to hold their AGM to elect committee members as well as 
encourage new members to join. It really doesn’t matter how much or how little you can help – all are 
welcome! This year we are unable to meet in person due to the current restrictions so we have had to think 
of an alternative method of conducting this important event. The PTA AGM will now be held virtually via MS 
Teams on Monday 19th October at 1:30p.m.  
 

Hopefully many of you will be able to join this meeting from the comfort of your own homes or from work to 
find out a bit more about the work of the PTA and perhaps get actively involved. By attending the AGM you 
are not committing to anything so please don’t not join us through fear of being volunteered or roped in. 
Your attendance at the AGM could be support in itself! The PTA have sent out details via Parent Hub of 
how to join this event. 

 

Parent Governor - Update 
The closing date for our Parent Governor vacancy on the Governing Body was Monday 5th October 2020. I 
am delighted that we have received one nomination and we will now be processing this information and 
completing all the required checks before the individual takes up post on the Governing Body. As we have 
received only one application this person will be elected to this office of responsibility unopposed pending 
satisfactory safeguarding checks. I hope to be able to introduce you to your new Parent Governor 
representative in the very near future. 

 

FINAL REMINDER - School Uniform 
With the autumnal weather starting to make an appearance it is time to start getting 
ready for the colder winter months ahead. I would like to take this opportunity to remind 
you that after the October half term holiday all children must be wearing winter uniform. 
This means all children wearing ties and white shirts with collars. 
Girls need to wear grey skirts or pinafores. Boys need shorts or 
trousers – also in grey. Boys need to wear a green jumper with the 
school crest on. Boys socks must be grey or black only – white 

socks are not acceptable. Girls can wear a green jumper or green cardigan – again with 
the school crest on. Girls tights should be grey, green or black. Shoes need to be 
sensible black leather with soft soles. We do not like lights or toys in the shoes so 
please bear this in mind when you are purchasing any new shoes, especially from 
Clarks. 
 

Jewellery can cause problems in school due to Health & Safety requirements. Children may wear an 
inexpensive watch (no Smart watches) to school providing it is not too big or colourful and they will not be 
distracted by wearing it. No bracelets, rings or necklaces are permitted. Children are not allowed to wear 
earrings for PE under any circumstances so it makes sense to leave these at home altogether. However, if 
you insist on your child wearing earrings please ensure they are plain gold or silver studs and that they are 
capable of taking their earrings out themselves. 
 

May I also remind you that long hair must be tied back with a black, white or green hairband. We prefer 
boys to have short hair. Children’s hair should not be coloured or have patterns shaved into it. 
 

 



Rail Safety – Network Rail 
We have been contacted recently by the Network Rail Community Manager, 
Rebecca Crocker. She has contacted all schools in the Brentwood area 
because Network Rail has received recent reports of young people accessing 
the rail tracks in our area, including climbing railway embankments and placing 
objects in the path of oncoming trains. Each one of these events could have 

resulted in injury or even death for the young people involved – either from the 25,000v (AC) of electricity in 
the overhead power lines or from a collision with a train. 
 

Unfortunarely COVID-19 means that the Community Safety Manager is unable to deliver school safety 
workshops in person but has asked us to circulate the resources and video used to promote rail safety. The 
film is available on their website: https://www.networkrail.co.uk/angliasafety. You can also use this site to 
find links to other resources and activities related to railway safety. 
 

Fire Safety – Essex County Fire & Rescue 
Every year the Essex County Fire & Rescue Service support schools across Essex with promoting fire 
safety assemblies, especially those associated with fireworks and Bonfire Night. This year we will be 
accessing this material through their online Education Hub as face to face visits are not currently being 
supported due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

Essex County Fire & Rescue are also keen to support fire safety in the home and have produced a useful 
safety information booklet which may be of interest. This can be accessed on their website: 
http://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/_img/pics/pdf_1370947103.pdf  
 

Charity for the Year – ‘Challenging MND’ 
COVID-19, lockdown and the enforced closure of schools greatly hampered our fundraising opportunities 
last academic year for our school chosen charity ‘Challenging MND’. For this reason we have taken the 
decision to continue supporting this very worthwhile charity for this academic year 2020-2021 in order to 
raise as much money as we can.  
 

Six people per day are diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease (MND), with most people being given a 
prognosis of 2-3 years. Challenging MND was set up with the mission to provide financial support and 
assistance to those living with MND, to complete any lasting memorable challenges. MND is a debilitating 
progressive disease which involves degeneration of the motor neurones and wasting of muscles. 
Throughout the deterioration of the functioning of the body, the mind remains sharp and unaffected, making 
the importance of memorable occasions invaluable. 
 

We will now start putting our heads together as to how we can raise money in a safe, exciting, fun and 
innovative way. The children are very keen to match (if not beat) our previous totals – so watch this 
space…!  
 

Healthy School – Healthy Snacks 
We are proud to be a healthy school and promote healthy lifestyles and diet. We encourage you to send in 
a healthy snack for your child to eat at morning break. The vast majority of children do bring in a piece of 
fruit or healthy cereal bar. However recently we have observed a few children who are not eating a healthy 
snack! Please can we ask you to support us in this matter and remember that under no circumstances 
should children be bringing in crisps, chocolate, chocolate covered snack bars or sweets. It is also worth 
pointing out that a number of fruit based snack products marketed in the main supermarkets contain a very 
high sugar content and are probably not as healthy as you might think! The classteachers will be reminding 
the children about what constitutes a healthy snack.  
 

Can I also remind you that we have a number of children with severe allergies to nuts so please do not 
send in any snack items that obviously contain nuts. Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

Non-Pupil Professional Development and Training Day 
Please remember that Friday 23rd October 2020 is a designated non-pupil professional development and 
training day. The school is closed to the children. We look forward to welcoming you back after the half 
term break on Monday 2nd November 2020. 
 

 

https://www.networkrail.co.uk/angliasafety
http://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/_img/pics/pdf_1370947103.pdf


Behaviour Beyond the School Gate 
Please can I remind everyone that we expect our behaviour standards and expectations to extend beyond 
the school gate so that children wearing the St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Junior School 
uniform are beacons of excellence and demonstrate the school ethos in a positive way to the wider 
community. Recently we have witnessed some lapses in these high standards whilst children are waiting to 
enter the school premises or leaving at the end of the day. We have had reports of children throwing acorns 
in the road, running through the wooded area adjacent to the school pedestrian gateway and using sticks to 
hit fences and railings. This behaviour does not portray us in a very good light to our other school 
neighbours and I would ask that all parents supervise their children carefully to prevent this behaviour from 
being repeated. Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

Finally…. 
IMPORTANT REMINDER - As you are well aware, the statutory closing date for applications from parents 
of Year 6 children (for a secondary school place in Year 7 from September 2021) is 31st October 2020. 
 

I would like to remind any parents of Year 6 children who have yet to submit an application, that they must 
do so by 31st October 2020. 
 

Applications can be made via the Essex website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions 
 

You might also find it useful to watch the following link: https://youtu.be/Q0a8fi06WKY 
 

Thank you for your continued support this term and I would ask you to keep the life and work of our school 
in your prayers.   
 
 
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
https://youtu.be/Q0a8fi06WKY
mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

