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Half term has finally arrived! I am sure you are all looking forward to a well deserved break next week and a 
chance to recharge your batteries after a very busy and successful first half term in school. The start to this 
academic year has been like no other. Despite the different protective measures and systems of control we 
continue to adhere to, school life carries on. Your children have been amazing in the way they have 
adjusted to the ‘new normal’ and demonstrated great resilience, confidence and determination on a day to 
day basis. I hope you are very proud of them – we are! Of course, this has only been possible thanks to 
your trust and support as a parent community. Although there are many challenges we continue to face and 
difficult decisions we have to make I am pleased that our school community is back together after the 
lengthy period of enforced closure last academic year. On behalf of all the school staff can I take this 
opportunity to say - ‘Thank You’. 
 

However, we must not be complacent. COVID-19 is still 
in our community and poses a very real threat. 
Although we might all be sick of hearing about the 
pandemic and the constant news feed, it is far better to 
be sick of hearing about it than being sick with it. Essex 
is now in Tier 2: High Alert – this is to protect the 
vulnerable members of our community, protect the 
pressure on hospitals and frontline NHS staff. I am sure 
the move to high alert will have had a negative impact 
in some way on your family life, particularly around the 
restrictions on households mixing indoors. As we 
prepare to spend time at home during half term please be mindful of the rules and restrictions: Hands – 
Face – Space, Rule of 6, no mixing of households or bubbles indoors and trying to reduce unnecessary 
journeys where possible. As tempting as it might be do not arrange indoor play days or sleepovers with 
other families as you will put them and yourselves at increased risk of transmission. It might be 
inconvenient but a sacrifice worth taking for the greater good.  
 

Finally, a reminder that the clocks go back an hour this weekend – don’t forget to change them and enjoy 
the extra hour in bed!! 

 

Parents’ Evening 
I am delighted that 65% of parents have so far booked their parents’ evening video appointment via School 
Cloud. With the booking window only opening last Friday this has been a great response! We are aware 
that like any new system or software there have been a few teething problems but on the whole we have 
been delighted with the response to this new way of conducting parents’ evening meetings. The window for 
booking appointments is open until Wednesday 28th October 2020 so if you have not yet secured your 
appointment please can I encourage you to do so as soon as possible. On Friday, we will be sending out 
polite reminders to those of you who have not yet booked. Towards the end of half term we will also be 
sending out reminders of your appointment times and dates. We want to make sure we are all in the right 
place at the right time. 
 

Sadly, we can’t meet face to face this term but we hope this new way of meeting virtually will serve the 
same purpose and be as valuable in discussing your child’s achievements and progress so far this 
academic year. We look forward to ‘meeting’ you after half term.   
 

School Meals Update 
As you will be acutely aware, the protective measures and systems of control we have in place in school 
have thrown up many challenges. Probably the most important aspect of these measures is maintaining 
and protecting our class bubbles and the integrity of these throughout the school day. However this does 
present some limitations and this has certainly been the case with our ability to provide a normal school 
meals service so far this academic year. 
 



The School Development Committee of the Governing Body met recently to discuss our school meal 
provision at length and robustly explore the options which are available to us. Despite lengthy debate the 
committee unanimously agreed that due to the need to protect class bubbles, maximise curriculum time 
and ensure adequate cleaning and hygiene measures the 2 week packed lunch school dinner menu will 
continue after half term and for the foreseeable future. 
 
However, we would like to reassure you that we are actively exploring alternative menu and food choices 
with the intention of making adjustments as soon as it is safe and practicably possible. The School 
Development Committee were in agreement that this situation is far from ideal but weighed up against 
protecting our school community it was a necessary decision at this time in line with our risk assessment. 
 

Therefore the current 2 week rolling packed lunch school dinner menu will continue after half term and until 
further notice. Thank you for your support in this matter. 

 

Parent Governor Election 
Further to the Parent Hub message sent on 12th October we will be conducting a ballot process straight 
after half term to elect our new Parent Governor representative on the Governing Body. We have two 
candidates standing for election. The ballot papers and instructions will be sent home with your children on 
Monday 2nd November and must be returned by 12 noon on Monday 9th November 2020. Please do show 
your support for this process. 

 

FINAL REMINDER - School Uniform 
With the autumnal weather starting to make an appearance it is time to start getting 
ready for the colder winter months ahead. I would like to take this opportunity to remind 
you that after the October half term holiday all children must be wearing winter uniform. 
This means all children wearing ties and white shirts with collars. 
Girls need to wear grey skirts or pinafores. Boys need shorts or 
trousers – also in grey. Boys need to wear a green jumper with the 
school crest on. Boys socks must be grey or black only – white 

socks are not acceptable. Girls can wear a green jumper or green cardigan – again with 
the school crest on. Girls tights should be grey, green or black. Shoes need to be 
sensible black leather with soft soles. We do not like lights or toys in the shoes so 
please bear this in mind when you are purchasing any new shoes, especially from 
Clarks. 
 

Jewellery can cause problems in school due to Health & Safety requirements. Children may wear an 
inexpensive watch (no Smart watches) to school providing it is not too big or colourful and they will not be 
distracted by wearing it. No bracelets, rings or necklaces are permitted. Children are not allowed to wear 
earrings for PE under any circumstances so it makes sense to leave these at home altogether. However, if 
you insist on your child wearing earrings please ensure they are plain gold or silver studs and that they are 
capable of taking their earrings out themselves. 
 

May I also remind you that long hair must be tied back with a black, white or green hairband. We prefer 
boys to have short hair. Children’s hair should not be coloured or have patterns shaved into it. 

 

The Royal British Legion - Poppy Appeal 2020 
As we move closer to the month of November we always turn our thoughts and prayers to 
‘remembering’ and the act of remembrance. This is our chance to remember before God all 
those men, women and children who have been affected by war or conflict, both in this 
country and around the world, as well as mark the ultimate sacrifice made by service men 
and women. As in previous years we will once again be supporting the work of the Royal 
British Legion and making poppies available to the children and adults for a modest 
donation. These will be on sale from Monday 2nd November up to and including Wednesday 

11th November. Each class bubble will be provided with there own stock of poppies that will be distributed in 
exchange for a donation – a minimum donation of 50p is suggested.  
 

Sadly, many of the normal Remembrance Services are unable to go ahead this year due to COVID-19 
restrictions. This is a real shame and we will miss being part of the Royal British Legion Schools’ 
Remembrance Service at the War Memorial in Shenfield Road. Therefore, it would be a fitting tribute if on 
11th November every child in school was able to wear their poppy with pride.  
 

 



Operation Christmas Child 2020 
Last week during collective worship Miss Pullin spoke to the 
whole school about the work of Operation Christmas Child, a 
charity we have continued to support for many years. Once 
again we are asking the children and you as parents to 
support Operation Christmas Child through their annual 

shoebox appeal. If you would like to purchase a flatpack, decorated shoebox they are now on sale at 
school for 50p each…while stocks last! Thanks to your generosity all our shoeboxes and the gifts they 
contain go to children suffering through war, poverty, natural disaster and disease in countries in Eastern 
Europe and beyond. I hope in the run up to Christmas and on Christmas Day itself you will spare a thought 
for these children receiving our shoeboxes! Last year we managed to package up and send off 93 
shoeboxes for this appeal – let’s see if we can beat this total this year!! The collection date for our 
shoeboxes is yet to be confirmed although we expect it to be two weeks after half term – we will send out a 
Parent Hub update once we have a date! Your child should have brought home a separate leaflet from the 
Samaritan’s Purse with further details as well as information about how to create a shoebox online. 

 

Non-Pupil Professional Development and Training Day 
Please remember that tomorrow, Friday 23rd October 2020 is a designated non-pupil professional 
development and training day. The school is closed to the children. We look forward to welcoming you 
back on Monday 2nd November 2020 after the half term break. 
 

Finally…. 
IMPORTANT REMINDER - As you are well aware, the statutory closing date for applications from parents 
of Year 6 children (for a secondary school place in Year 7 from September 2021) is 31st October 2020. 
 

I would like to remind any parents of Year 6 children who have yet to submit an application, that they must 
do so by 31st October 2020. 
 

Applications can be made via the Essex website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions 
 

Thank you for your continued support this term and I wish you a safe, peaceful and enjoyable half term 
holiday next week.  
 

I hope you will keep the life and work of our school in your prayers.   
 
 

 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

