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We continue to see fantastic attendance rates across all year groups which 
is a real reflection of how safe, healthy and happy our children are on their 
return to school this academic year. On one day this week we had only one 
child absent which is an incredible achievement even in a pre-COVID era! 
However, despite this tremendous achievement it is important not to become 
complacent and lose sight of the fact that coronavirus is still a very real 
threat. We must all continue to be sensible – observe social distancing, wear 

a face covering in busy environments, adhere to the ‘rule of 6’ and download the new NHS Test & Trace 
COVID-19 app. Further details about this new app, launched yesterday, have been communicated with you 
via a separate Parent Hub message earlier today. 
 

We are trying our best to keep all of our children grounded in normal school routines whilst at the same 
time protecting the integrity of our class bubbles and minimising contacts. It is still very important to us to be 
a prayerful, worshipping community and this has been greatly enriched by our new class-based Eucharists. 
This week 5B (Miss Berner) class celebrated Mass together.  
 

Hopefully this week you will all have received further details of our Parent Governor vacancy on the 
Governing Body and the process for nominations for this important role. Please do give this some serious 
consideration and if you require any further information or have any questions then please do not hestiate 
to contact me via the School Office. 
 

I hope you find this newsletter useful and informative in keeping up to date with the life and work of the 
school and once again I would like to thank you for your continued prayers and support at this challenging 
time. 

 

Congratulations! 
During worship today I had great pleasure in announcing and presenting badges to those children in Year 6 
who have been chosen to take on positions of responsibility this year as House Captains, Sports Captains 
and Music Captains. I am sure you will join me in congratulating these children on achieving these 
prestigious positions in school and we look forward to seeing them developing in these roles and being 
outstanding role models for St. Thomas’.  
 
The Year 6 children chosen were: 
 
HOUSE CAPTAINS 
  

Canterbury-   Eva-Rose Gowers & Imogen Reid-Kwei 
   
Chester-  Jake Adams & Madison Moon 
 

Lincoln-  Yash Mahindroo & Felix Fetherston 
   
York-     Emily Wilkins & Luke Wylie 
 

 
SPORTS CAPTAINS 
 

Zac Thomas & Lola Wright 
 

 
MUSIC CAPTAINS 
 

Amy Bradshaw & Jason Osemwekhae 

 

 



Midday Assistant Vacancy 
We currently have a vacancy for a Midday Assistant (MDA) role in school to assist in the care and welfare 
of the children during the lunchtime period. The hours are 11:55a.m. – 1:15p.m. Monday to Friday. No 
previous experience is necessary and training will be provided. Any successful applicants will be subject to 
pre-employment checks including a DBS disclosure. If you are interested in this opportunity and becoming 
part of our fantastic MDA team or would like to find out more information please give your details to the 
School Office. We will then arrange for an application pack to be sent to you with further details. 

 
PTA AGM 

At this time of year the PTA are obliged to hold their AGM to elect committee 
members as well as encourage new members to join. It really doesn’t matter 
how much or how little you can help – all are welcome! This year we are 
unable to meet in person due to the current restrictions so we have had to 
think of an alternative method of conducting this important event. The PTA 
AGM will now be held virtually via MS Teams on Monday 19th October at 
1:30p.m. Hopefully many of you will be able to join this meeting from the 
comfort of your own homes or from work to find out a bit more about the work 
of the PTA and perhaps get actively involved. I do hope more people will try 

and get involved this year and help assist with the popular events which are run across the course of the 
academic year. Sadly many of these events were postponed or cancelled last year and this has had a 
detrimental impact on the money raised and donated to school. By attending the AGM you are not 
committing to anything so please don’t not join us through fear of being volunteered or roped in. Your 
attendance at the AGM could be support in itself! The PTA will be sending out further details via Parent 
Hub of how to join this event next week. 

 

Scooters 

We are aware that many of you will be walking to school to avoid public transport or the pressures of 
parking within the vicinity of the school. Some children may also choose to ride their scooters to and from 
school. Firstly, I would like to remind you to make sure your children are riding them safely and responsibly. 
Congestion in Sawyers Hall Lane is an ongoing issue and we would hate for there to be an accident 
involving scooter riders and/or pedestrians. Secondly, can I remind you that all Junior School children must 
leave their scooters in the Junior School scooter park (situated at the back of the school) NOT in the Infant 
School scooter park. It is very important that we protect our separate school communities and not have 
children crossing between the two if at all possible. A number of Junior School children this week have 
been spotted parking in the wrong place!   

 

IMPORTANT - Contact Details 
It is vitally important that the school holds all current and up to date contact details for 
every child on roll in case of needing to contact you in emergencies. Recently it has 
come to light that some contact details, especially mobile telephone numbers, are out of 
date or not working. Please can I ask you to make sure that all contact details we hold 
for you are up to date. If you have recently changed mobile or landline numbers, or 
moved house we must be informed as soon as possible to ensure we hold the correct 
details. If you need to inform us of recent changes please put it in writing and email in to 

the School Office so we can update our system.  
 

The new statutory guidance for schools ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education 2020 (KCSIE)’ came in to 
force on 1st September 2020. One aspect of safeguarding that is very clear in this document is that schools 
need to have more available emergency contacts for children. Keeping Children Safe in Education 2020 
says that schools should have at least two emergency contacts for every child in the school in case of 
emergencies, and in case there are welfare concerns at the home. Thank you for your support in this 
matter. 
 

For your information our Child Protection Policy has also been updated to reflect the new KCSIE 2020 
guidance and this policy and Part 1 & Annex A of KCSIE can be found on our website.  

 
 
 
 



School Uniform – REMINDER! 
With the autumnal weather starting to make an appearance it is time to start getting ready for 
the colder winter months ahead. I would like to take this opportunity to give you plenty of 
advance warning that after the October half term holiday all children must be wearing winter 
uniform. This means all children wearing ties and white shirts with collars. Girls need to wear 
grey skirts or pinafores. Boys need shorts or trousers – also in grey. Boys need to wear a 

green jumper with the school crest on. Boys socks must be grey or black only – white socks are not 
acceptable. Girls can wear a green jumper or green cardigan – again with the school crest on. Girls tights 
should be grey, green or black. Shoes need to be sensible black leather with soft soles. We do not like 
lights or toys in the shoes so please bear this in mind when you are purchasing any new shoes. 
 

Jewellery can cause problems in school due to Health & Safety requirements. Children may 
wear an inexpensive watch (no Smart watches) to school providing it is not too big or colourful 
and they will not be distracted by wearing it. No bracelets, rings or necklaces are permitted.  
Children are not allowed to wear earrings for PE under any circumstances so it makes sense 
to leave these at home altogether. However, if you insist on your child wearing earrings 
please ensure they are plain gold or silver studs and that your child is capable of taking their 
earrings out themselves. 
 

May I also remind you that long hair must be tied back with a black, white or green hairband. We prefer 
boys to have short hair. Children’s hair must not be coloured or have patterns shaved into it. 

 

Jumper & Cardigans 
As part of our COVID-19 risk assessment and protective measures to minimise transmission of infection we 
are keeping our doors and windows open to maximise fresh air and good ventilation. We will continue to do 
this even as we move in to the colder autumn weather. The classrooms will by no means be cold but may 
feel a bit fresher than normal. So that your children continue to feel comfortable in school it may be a good 
idea to send them in with a jumper of cardigan so that if they need an extra layer they have it to hand. 
Thank you for your understanding in this matter.  

 

Administering Medicines in School 
At the beginning of a new academic year we always like to take the opportunity to remind parents/carers of 
the school policy on administering medicines in school. I would particularly urge the parents of Year 3 
children to take note of this information. The full policy adopted by the Governing Body can be accessed via 
the school website under the ‘Information’’School Policies’ tab. You will also find a copy of the 
‘Administering Medication Form’ which can be downloaded, completed and returned to school. Can I 
please draw your attention to the extract taken from the policy below: 
 

“St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Junior School can only accept medicines that have been prescribed by 
a doctor, dentist, nurse prescriber or pharmacist prescriber. Medicines should always be provided in the original 
container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include the prescriber’s instructions for administration. Office staff will 
seek new up to date contact numbers for all those pupils in need of medicine. We will only guarantee medicine will be 
given to the most serious of cases – in these cases it is good practice to ask parents and pupils to be involved in 
reminding the office staff.  
Medicines will be stored in a secure cabinet during the day or a staffroom fridge where necessary. 
Parents/Carers should make arrangements to collect the medicine from the school office at the end of the day unless 
alternative arrangements are made with the school staff. Medicines will not be handed to a child to bring home.” 
 

It is very important that all parents/carers adhere to these guidelines. We do experience a 
number of parents who hand in medicines without the original container or instructions for 
administration. Please help us to implement our policy for the safety of your children and 
the protection of our staff. The School Office may refuse to accept medicines brought into 
school.  
 

Harvest Collection 
During our collective worship on Monday we began to explore and discuss the topic of harvest, food 
inequality across the world and the work of local community food banks. It raised some interesting 
discussions!  
 

Once again our Harvest collection of gifts will be to support the Brentwood Foodbank. 13 million people 
live below the poverty line in the UK. Every day people in the UK go hungry for reasons ranging from 



redundancy to receiving an unexpected bill on a low income. Trussell Trust foodbanks provide a minimum 
of three days emergency food and support to people experiencing crisis in the UK. 
 

The Brentwood Foodbank need the following on their ‘Harvest Festival Shopping List’: 
 
Tinned spaghetti    Tinned tuna 
Tinned meatballs    Tinned sardines 
Tinned potatoes    Tinned ham 
Tinned salmon    Tinned all day breakfast 
Tinned ravioli     Chicken in Sauce 
Mince & Onion    Beef casserole 
Chilli con carne    Ravioli 
Corned beef     Hot dogs  
  
Tinned rice pudding    Tinned fruit 
Tinned custard    Instant mash packets  
 

Jams & spreads    Sweets & treats 
 

Washing powder/liquids   Shaving gel/foam 
Washing up liquid    Pump anti-bacterial soap 
 
I do hope that every child can bring in at least one item on this list. I am sure we are all able to put one or 
two extra items in to our shopping trolleys and baskets to help those that are less fortunate than us. We will 
be pleased to accept your donations between now and half term when we will arrange for the items to be 
delivered to the Brentwood Foodbank. Please send items in to school with your child and they will be 
collected in their classrooms by their classteachers. Please be mindful of use by/sell by dates and ensure 
they have a long enough expiry date to be used by the Brentwood Foodbank. Thank you for your support in 
this matter.  
 

Finally…. 
Once again may I remind all parents of children in Year 6 that your Secondary School applications need to 
be completed and returned to the Local Authority by 31st October 2020.  Applications can be made online 
via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 98% of parents in Essex applied online last year. I am sure you all have 
this in hand and are busy visiting various Secondary Schools at this time.  
 

You might also find it useful to watch the following link: https://youtu.be/Q0a8fi06WKY  
 

Stay safe everyone and have a lovely weekend.   
 
 
 
 
Mr D. Moran 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

And…please remember if you have any questions or queries or comments feel free to contact us: admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
https://youtu.be/Q0a8fi06WKY
mailto:admin@stthomasjnr.essex.sch.uk

